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WELCOME TO WORD 2022

 
WELCOME

Here at WORD, a good day is when  
we fill Christchurch with the buzz of 
brilliant people, stories and ideas. A 
bad year, on the other hand, is when 
a pandemic bulldozes our plans. So 
a huge thanks to you all – audiences, 
patrons, partners – for supporting us to 
keep fostering a culture of storytelling 
and books in our city.

For 2022, we’re thrilled to bring you a 
bumper programme, combining the 
best of the WORD you know and love, 
while keeping COVID innovations, too: 
livestreaming for those who prefer 
watching from home, and an expanded 
lineup of international guests via our 
unique venue The Faraway Near.

WELCOME BACK TO LIVE EVENTS

We’re delighted to host live and lively 
conversations from Liane Moriarty, 
Kate De Goldi, Clementine Ford, Val 
McDermid, Whiti Hereaka, J.P. Pomare, 
Coco Solid, Michael Robotham, Noelle 
McCarthy, Sue Orr, Mohamed Hassan, 
Dame Fiona Kidman and Lloyd Jones.

We’re celebrating the extraordinary 
Keri Hulme, staging Tiny Ruins and 
David Mitchell’s exquisite collaboration, 
bringing Māori and Pasifika musicians 
and poets together for another joyous 

Confluence, and helping launch the 
landmark Out Here: An Anthology of 

Takatāpui and LGBTQIA+ Writers from 

Aotearoa. And as always, we shine a 
light on Ngāi Tahu people and stories.

EXPLORE ŌTAUTAHI

Experience familiar places in startling 
new lights: take a night walk through  
the Red Zone with nature writer  
Annette Lees, or a poet’s tour of the 
Canterbury Museum after dark; see 
Tūranga transformed into a theatre 
for Te Piki o Tāwhaki, and hear gifted 
storytellers sharing tales of their ink at 
Absolution Tattoo.

BIG IDEAS

Catch veteran Guardian correspondent 
and Russia commentator Luke Harding 
in conversation with Guyon Espiner, 
and hear The New Yorker’s investigative 
reporter Patrick Radden Keefe lay bare 
the US opioid crisis; Closer to home, 
Chris Finlayson shares with Kim Hill the 
riveting inside story of his time in the 
John Key government, while economists, 
essayists, novelists and more address 
some of 2022’s big questions: wealth, 
poverty, housing, climate, gentrification 
and mental health.

MAKE MEANING 

Take a workshop or masterclass, 
and see your own work in print: our 
magazine in residence, takahē, will 
produce a special issue live on site, 
which is open to submissions from you 
all. And for anyone under 25, Make It, 
Say It, Do It Now gives you tools to get 
your words out into the world: drop-in 
writing and performance workshops, 
hands on craft stalls, an ethical maker’s 
market via Conscious Club, an open mic 
and Rainbow Book Club.

BRING THE WHĀNAU

We’re offering younger readers The 
Great WORD Story Hunt, with readings 
from favourite children’s authors as 
prizes; creating a magical night of 
storytelling with Te Piki o Tāwhaki, 
and celebrating global astronomical 
storytelling traditions with Rangi 
Matamua and Miriama Kamo.

We look forward to hosting you, 
sparking good conversations and 
sending you home with a new favourite 
writer or three. 

Kia piki te ora,

Nic

Hoki mai anō, e hoa mā. Friends, welcome back. 

THE FARAWAY NEAR
The Faraway Near is our beautiful, intimate venue for international 
digital events. Grab a seat, with the night’s overseas guest seated at 
your table via a life-sized screen, sharing drinks and conversation.  
These sessions are more dinner party than hushed theatre, and were 
the hit of 2021’s festival. 

2022 guests include groundbreaking sci-fi novelist Emily St John 
Mandel, writer and activist Rebecca Solnit, historical novelist Heather 
Morris (of The Tattooist of Auschwitz fame), novelist David Mitchell, 
Indian feminist powerhouse Annie Zaidi, New York’s unstoppable 
Ottessa Moshfegh, US counterculture chronicler Rachel Kushner,  
and author of The Dictionary of Lost Words, Pip Williams.
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AN EVENING WITH 
LIANE MORIARTY
WHEN Saturday 27 August 
 7.00pm - 8.00pm

WHERE Charles Luney Auditorium,  
 St Margaret’s College

PRICE $37 / $33*

Tens of millions of readers love her thrilling, 
psychologically complex work. Many millions  
more viewers have lost themselves in the 
blockbuster TV adaptations of her novels Big Little 

Lies and Nine Perfect Strangers. Nicole Kidman 
is such a fan she produced and/or starred in 
both.  And for one night only Liane Moriarty is 
with us at WORD, live on stage, with her new book 
Apples Will Fall. Liane joins us for a warm and wise 
conversation about the intricacies of family life and 
love, friendship dynamics, how local observations 
become global stories, and the darkness that can 
lie beneath the veneer of seemingly perfect lives.

Supported by University of Canterbury, with support from the 
Auckland Writers Festival

CRIME ON CRIME: NGAIO  
MARSH AWARDS EDITION
WHEN Thursday 15 September 
 6.30pm - 7.45pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $23 / $19*

Three global crime-writing heavyweights crack open their notebooks 
for a conversation about the inner workings of the criminal mind, the 
challenging process of getting inside the heads of people who do 
terrible things and why readers find such dark material so hard to 
put down. Val McDermid, the Queen of Crime, Michael Robotham, 
Australia’s hottest crime writer, and J.P. Pomare, Aotearoa’s finest 
crime writing export, examine the flawed characters of their famous 
protagonists – and whether writing about menace and violence 
impacts their own lives.

Following the discussion, Val and Michael will present the 2022 Ngaio 
Marsh Awards for Best Novel and Best First Novel. Find out which of 
Aotearoa’s talented writers of mystery, thriller and crime will take 
home these coveted prizes.

WARM UP + 
WARM DOWN

Livestream available
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FEATURE
EVENTS

DAVID MITCHELL 
& TINY RUINS: IF I 
WERE A STORY AND 
YOU WERE A SONG
WHEN Thursday 1 September 
 8.30pm - 10.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $55/53*

A world-exclusive collaboration between story 
and song. Acclaimed British writer David Mitchell 
(Cloud Atlas, Utopia Avenue) will digitally join one of 
New Zealand’s most cherished singer-songwriters, 
Hollie Fullbrook of Tiny Ruins, for a unique and 
intimate performance. During 2020’s lockdown, 
Hollie reimagined prose by David as songs, while 
he reimagined songs by Tiny Ruins as short fiction. 
If I Were a Story and You Were a Song presents 
their cross-pollinated co-creation: a mosaic of 
bewitching music and reflective stories. WORD is 
thrilled to finally bring you this show, postponed 
from 2021, curated and introduced by Rachael King. 
Grab your tickets early. 

Supported by AMPRA AMCOS 

TE PIKI O TĀWHAKI 
WHEN Wednesday 31 August 
 6.30pm - 7.00pm & 8.00pm - 8.30pm

WHERE Tūranga - all levels

PRICE Free

For one night only, WORD transforms Tūranga to bring to life the story of 
Tāwhaki, which is woven into the building itself: a tale of mana and tapu, 
lightning and thunder, intrigue, revenge – and the odd bawdy joke. Using the 
spectacular central staircase as the stage, with audiences ranged around 
the balconies on all sides, Tāwhaki will fly you to the heavens in pursuit of 
matauraka, the knowledge of the gods. Created by artistic director Juanita 
Hepi (Kāi Tahu, Ngāti Mutunga, Ngāi Tukairangi) and master storyteller Joseph 
Hullen (Ngāi Tūāhuriri / Ngāti Hinematua), and presented by singer and taonga 
puoro virtuoso Ariana Tikao (Ngāi Tahu) and kapa haka leader Corban Te Aika 
(Ngāi Tahu), this extraordinary performance is your chance to hear a uniquely 
Murihiku Ngāi Tahu telling of a story that is well over 1000 years old. Please note 
that while some seats are available, most audience members will be standing 
for 30 minutes. 

With support from the Ministry for Culture and Heritage, Christchurch City Libraries  
and Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu

Livestream available
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This is the rough diamond in the crown of the poetry 
calendar, where poets set aside the niceties and throw 
down like their lives depend on it. Did they nail it? You 
be the judge: the audience rules at the Poetry Slam. 
Hosted by Doc Drumheller and Ciaran Fox.

If you’d like to compete, throw your hat in the ring at 
the preliminary heat on Wednesday, 3 August, 7pm at 
Space Academy, 371 St Asaph St, $10 at the door.

WEDNESDAY 31
AUGUST

BOOK LAUNCH: THE WANDERING 
NATURE OF US GIRLS

WHEN Wednesday 31 August 
 6.00pm - 7.00pm

WHERE Scorpio Books

PRICE Free

Join CUP to celebrate the launch of The Wandering Nature of Us 

Girls, Frankie McMillan’s new collection of exquisite, genre-defying 
prose. Here Frankie balances transgression and wit, introducing 
a cast of unmoored characters with her signature warmth and 
compassion. She explores all kinds of wandering: children who 
wander, adults who drift into unexpected relationships, people 
unsure of the ground underfoot. A warm welcome guaranteed for 
all those who wander in – and there are rumours of cake.

CHRISTCHURCH POETRY SLAM

WHEN Wednesday 31 August  
 7.00pm - 9.00pm

WHERE Space Academy

PRICE $10 on the door

MAGAZINE IN 
RESIDENCE: TAKAHĒ

Each year at WORD, we’re inviting a leading literary journal to 
set up shop and produce an issue on-site during the festival. 
Submissions come from our workshop programme, and from 
visiting writers, including you. In 2022 our magazine in residence 
is takahē. Drop in each day to meet their dynamic editorial team 
and get a peek behind the scenes at a literary magazine. See 
them editing and laying out the limited-edition zine, with artists 
and writers present to show their process, plus short talks from 
special guests. On Sunday at 4pm in Foundation, help to launch 
the finished product with readings and toasts. Submit your poetry 
and short fiction (up to 1000 words) in te reo or English in person, or 
via email at submissions@takahe.org.nz

WHEN Thursday 1 - Sunday 4 September 
 12.00pm - 4.00pm daily

WHERE Tūranga, Ground Floor

PRICE Free

THURSDAY 1 
SEPTEMBER

Livestream available
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THURSDAY 1 
SEPTEMBER

CHRISTCHURCH POETRY SLAM

CLEMENTINE FORD: HOW WE LOVE

Clementine Ford is among the most fearless and combative voices in 
contemporary feminism, attracting love from fans and vicious attacks from 
critics. Between best-selling books Fight Like a Girl and Boys Will Be Boys, and her 
provocative social media persona, she’s been a lightning rod for the charged 
global debate over what feminism is, and should be. It’s taken a toll. 

Now she turns inwards, from manifesto to memoir, using the joy and heartache 
of her own life to reflect on love itself. From the traumatic death of her mother, to 
becoming a mother herself, How We Love reveals Clementine’s tender, vulnerable 
and lyrical side. She joins Naomi van den Broek live on stage for a candid journey 
through the loves of her own life: platonic, romantic, familial and, perhaps hardest 
of all, self-love.

With support from the Auckland Writers Festival

WHEN Thursday 1 September 
 6.00pm - 7.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $29 / $25*

WHEN Thursday 1 September 
 4.00pm - 5.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $23 / $19*

DAME FIONA KIDMAN: SO FAR, FOR NOW  

Join one of our most acclaimed 
authors, Dame Fiona Kidman, in 
conversation with Morrin Rout about 
her third instalment of memoir, So Far, 

For Now. Warm-hearted and gutsy, 
Dame Fiona shares with generosity of 
spirit her experience of widowhood, 
literary festivals, her writing life and 
insights into researching the lives of 
Jean Batten and of Albert Black – the 
second to last man executed in New 
Zealand – and how she sought justice 
for him. 

WHEN Thursday 1 September 
 6.00pm - 8.00pm

WHERE Canterbury Museum

PRICE $36 / $31*

THE MUSEUM OF 
UNRULY DESIRES

There are guided tours, and then  
there are guided tours. WORD 
Christchurch has borrowed the keys 
to the Canterbury Museum, and we’re 
letting the poets in. Take an after-dark 
stroll through the halls and galleries of 
the museum, with an all-star line-up of 
poets waiting beside favourite taonga 
to read work that illuminates these 
treasures in brilliant and surprising 
ways. Afterwards, regain your senses 
with a drink from the cash bar among 
the taxidermied menagerie of the Bird 
Hall. Poets include Frances Samuel, 
Robert Sullivan, Rebecca Hawkes, Erik 
Kennedy and Joanna Preston. 

With support from Canterbury Museum

Livestream available
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THE FARAWAY NEAR: 
DAVID MITCHELL 

David Mitchell is widely considered one of the great creative minds of his 
generation. From the literary pyrotechnics of Cloud Atlas, The Bone Clocks and his 
latest, Utopia Avenue, to his work on The Matrix Resurrections and TV series Sense8, 
Mitchell is a unique writer superbly in control of his craft. He beams in from his 
home in Ireland to talk with Rachael King about creativity, fictional worlds, and his 
stunning WORD collaboration with Tiny Ruins.

THURSDAY 1 
SEPTEMBER

WHOSE LIFE IS IT, ANYWAY?

WHEN Friday 2 September 
 10.00am - 11.00am

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $23 / $19*

What are the differences between 
truth and memory? And what are the 
consequences, and for whom, when 
someone decides to commit their life 

story to the page? Join bookseller Ruth 
Shaw (The Bookseller at the End of 

the World), writer Megan Dunn (Things 

I Learned at Art School), and writer/
broadcaster Clementine Ford (How 

We Love) for stories of their fascinating 
lives, and the challenges and joys they 
faced in sharing them with the world. 
Victor Roger in the chair.

WHEN Thursday 1 September 

 6.00pm - 7.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37*

FRIDAY 2 
SEPTEMBER

Livestream available

NATURE UNSEEN:  
A CONVERSATION 
WITH ANNETTE LEES

WHEN Friday 2 September  
 12.00 - 1.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $23 / $19

How do writers capture the natural 
world on the page? How can we 
convey the vast complexity and subtle 
beauty of life through words? Can 
good writing make us put down our 
book, go outside and learn to see 
anew? Annette Lees won fans with 
Swim, about the bracing delights of 
swimming outdoors. Now with After 
Dark she weaves acute observation 
with poignant memoir to evoke 
the challenges and pleasures of 
embracing walking and observing at 
night. With Ekant Veer. 



09wordchristchurch.co.nz*Service fees apply

FRIDAY 2 
SEPTEMBER

THE FARAWAY NEAR:  
RACHEL KUSHNER

WHEN Friday 2 September 
 2.00pm - 3.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37*

Rachel Kushner’s novels have explored the Cuban revolution, 
Italian radical politics and women’s prisons. In conversation 
from Los Angeles with Megan Dunn, she tells tales from her 
latest book, The Hard Crowd, which collects 20 years of her 
reportage, essays, criticism and memoir. Find out what it’s 
like participating in an illegal motorcycle race down the Baja 
Peninsula, visiting a Palestinian refugee camp, or diving into 
the music scene in 1980s San Francisco. Grab a glass of wine 
and take a spin through America’s heady counter-culture, 
with the smell of leather and the wind in your face. 

THE FARAWAY NEAR:  
REBECCA SOLNIT

WHEN Friday 2 September 
 10.00am - 11.00am

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37*

Renowned writer and activist Rebecca Solnit’s many  
ground-breaking books include Recollections of My Non-

Existence, Wanderlust and Men Explain Things to Me. Now, 
she turns her gaze on the life and legacy of George Orwell: 
novelist, essayist and critic, Spanish Civil War soldier, fierce 
critic of Stalin – and gardener. Rebecca joins Morgan 
Godfery live from the US to share a drink and unfold the 
relationship between Orwell’s writing and rose growing, 
between the soil beneath our fingernails and climate politics, 
flowers and factory farming, resistance and love.

FIND OUT MORE AT HACHETTE.CO.NZ

THE FARAWAY NEAR:  
PATRICK RADDEN KEEFE

WHEN Friday 2 September 
 12.00 - 1.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37*

Award-winning New Yorker staff reporter Patrick Radden 
Keefe is a tenacious journalist known for meticulously 
needling into the guts of a complex story. In Empire of Pain: 

The Secret History of the Sackler Dynasty he explores the 
jaw-dropping tale of a wealthy philanthropic family whose 
fortune rested on the opioid crisis that ravaged the United 
States. His new book Rogues: True Stories of Grifters, Killers, 

Rebels and Crooks compiles his New Yorker articles. In 
conversation from New York with Guyon Espiner. 

Livestream available
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PERIPATOS* IN 
PŪTARINGAMOTU

WHEN Friday 2 September  
 3.30pm - 5.00pm

WHERE meet at Riccarton House

PRICE $55 / $53*

Poet Vana Manasiadis (Greece-
Aotearoa) invites you to don your coat 
and wander through a pocket of local, 
native, ancient bush, to respond to 
prompts from writers Kerry Donovan 
Brown (reading live), Michaela Keeble 
and Nic Low, to engage your senses, 
think about space, history and deep 
time – and to write. Afterwards, you’re 
invited to collaborate on a collective 
poem to be submitted for publication 
to our magazine in residence, takahē.

All-weather event: please dress appropriately 

for the day. Meet at Riccarton House. *Greek, 

meaning to walk, without property

THE FARAWAY  
NEAR: PIP WILLIAMS

WHEN Friday 2 September  
 6.00pm - 7.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37*

An essential session for those who 
love words: all of us, right? Inspired 
by the discovery that many words 
omitted from the original Oxford 
English Dictionary concerned 
women’s lives, Pip Williams took to 
the archives to learn more. The result? 
Her novel, The Dictionary of Lost 
Words, whereby young Esme gathers 
all the words literally discarded 
from the OED process to fashion her 
own compendium: one that offers 
an alternative history of the English 
language. In conversation from 
Adelaide with Nicky Pellegrino. 

FRIDAY 2 
SEPTEMBER

MANA WĀHINE: 
INFLUENCE AND CRAFT

WHEN Friday 2 September  
 1.30pm - 2.30pm

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE Free

A kōrero between three recently 
published Māori authors about 
influence and craft. What writing, art, 
music or people inspire them, and 
how do these influences show up in 
their work? How do they write their 
own experiences and perspectives? 
Novelist Rebecca K. Reilly, writer/
musician Coco Solid and poet Nicole 
Titihuia Hawkins discuss work, process 
and what excites them about writing 
in Aotearoa today. Curated by our 2022 
University of Canterbury student guest 
programmer Tessa Boraston (Ngāti 
Wai, Ngāpuhi, Te Rarawa).

Livestream available

HOW TO BE (A BAD) 
MUSLIM

WHEN Friday 2 September 
 3.30pm - 4.30pm

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE $23 / $19*

Journalist, poet and observer of 
human behaviour Mohamed Hassan 
asks what it means to be Muslim in 
the 21st century. Curious and direct, he 
examines the political and personal 
dimensions of his own identity, whether 
it’s fighting off bullies as a kid in New 
Zealand, reporting from Istanbul, 
dealing with surveillance and racial 
profiling at Los Angeles airport or 
revelling in the power of 1990s grunge. 
In conversation with Dr Hafsa Ahmed.
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OUT HERE: AN ANTHOLOGY 
OF TAKATĀPUI AND LGBTQIA+ 
WRITERS FROM AOTEAROA

For decades, homophobia and erasure 
have been the norm in Aotearoa. In 
the new Out Here anthology, myriad 
Takatāpui and LGBTQIA+ writers set 
out to fill the silence with humour and 
bite, intelligence and verve. Join the 
anthology’s editors Chris Tse and 
Emma Barnes for a deep dive into the 
brilliance and diversity of Queer writing 
today, with commentary and readings 

WHEN Friday 2 September  
 4.00pm - 5.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE Free

from special guests including A.J. 
Fitzwater, essa may ranapiri,  
Ray Shipley and Sam Duckor-Jones. 

Out and About on New Regent  
Street: Thanks to our favourite 
restaurants, bars and shops on New 
Regent Street, you’ll find framed 
poems from Out Here hanging on  
walls wherever you drop in to shop,  
eat or drink. Hunt them down and be  
in to win a copy of Out Here by  
posting a selfie to Insta or Twitter  
with one of the poems and tagging  
it #wordout.

HUMANS OF  
NEW ZEALAND

WHEN Friday 2 September  
 5.30 - 6.30pm

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE Free

A celebration of three novels that  
are, in their own ways, eloquent 
studies of the murky intricacies of 
emotional, sexual and family politics 
and dynamics. Join Rebecca K. Reilly, 
Sue Orr and Chloe Lane in conversation 
with Kate De Goldi about their richly 
observed books, which traverse inner-
city Auckland, Wellington and Florida 
while exploring unrequited love, late-
stage capitalism, abortion rights and 
relationships at their best – and worst.

FRIDAY 2 
SEPTEMBER

Five New Zealand poets join forces with 
five Chinese musicians from the New 

CELEBRATING 
CULTURE AND 
SISTER CITIES

Zealand Hubei Economic  
Trade Cultural Association, in 
celebration of the sister city 
relationship between Waimakariri 
and Enshi, China, and 50 years of 
diplomatic relations between China 
and New Zealand. With Ben Brown, 
 Erik Kennedy, Annabel Wilson and 
Ciaran Fox, plus young Chinese  
writers from the Write On School for 
Young Writers, and Doc Drumheller 
launching his haiku collection, 
Drinking With Li Bai.

With support from Waimakariri Libraries

WHEN Friday 2 September 
 7.00pm - 8.30pm

WHERE Rangiora Library

PRICE Free

Livestream available
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MELANI ANAE:  
FIFTY YEARS OF THE 
POLYNESIAN PANTHERS

WHEN Friday 2 September  
 6.00pm - 7.00pm

WHERE St Paul’s Trinity Pacific Presbytarian Church

PRICE Free

FRIDAY 2 
SEPTEMBER

NOELLE  
MCCARTHY: GRAND
WHEN Friday 2 September  
 6.00pm - 7.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $23 / $19*

The author of Sorrow and Bliss, Meg Mason, 
described it as ‘Desperately funny, hysterically sad, 
so beautiful and so humane’. Grand, the luminous 
memoir by award-winning writer and podcaster 
Noelle McCarthy, is a razor-sharp, raw and revealing 
look at the complexities of mother-daughter 
relationships, running away and coming home, and 
alcoholism and recovery. From growing up in 1970s 
and 1980s Cork in Ireland, to hitting the party scene 
in early 2000s Auckland, Noelle shares her journey 
to the brink and back as she becomes a mother 
herself and reconciles with the ghosts of her past. In 
conversation with Julie Hill. 

Fifty years ago, inspired by the Black Panthers, a group of young 
leaders founded the Polynesian Panther Party to push back against 
systemic racism like the Dawn Raids. One of those founders was the 
brilliant Dr Melani Anae QSO, Marsden Award recipient and expert 
on ethics and Pasifika identity and leadership. In conversation with 
emerging leader Okirano Tilaia, Melani reflects on the apology for 
the Dawn Raids, and her book The Platform, detailing five decades 
spent in peaceful resistance, educating New Zealand about ongoing 
racism, and Pasifika empowerment.

Livestream available
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A CABINET OF CURIOSITIES: TINY 
LECTURES ON THE WEIRD AND WONDERFUL

WHEN Friday 2 September

 7.30pm - 8.30pm

WHERE Little Andromeda

PRICE $26 / $21*

FRIDAY 2 
SEPTEMBER

‘

‘He Kōtuku Rereka Tahi’ evokes the 
precious white heron glimpsed in flight, 
and it’s used to describe someone of 
great mana who is rarely seen. WORD 
Christchurch presents a very special 
night of storytelling, whisky and guitars 
to celebrate the life and art of the 
brilliant Keri Hulme (Kāi Tahu, Kāti Māmoe, 
1947–2021). 

Keri Hulme’s the bone people is one 
of New Zealand’s most famous and 
influential books. In her poetry and short 
fiction, too, the strange music of her work 

has captivated readers worldwide and 
inspired a generation of wordsmiths at 
home.

Pour yourself a dram and settle in as our 
guests share a passage from Keri’s work  
that has moved them, then respond with 
a specially commissioned piece of their 
own. With Stacey Morrison as your host, 
be transported by Whiti Hereaka, Tina 
Makareti and Ariana Tikao live on stage, 
and Patricia Grace and Marian Evans via 
video link. We welcome representatives 
of Keri’s whānau, Matt Salmons and 
Anna Hulme, to read some of Keri’s early 
unpublished work. And you can glimpse 
her life through some of her favourite 
songs, performed live. Bring your copy of 
the bone people. Not to be missed.

RAY SHIPLEY’S  
LATE NIGHT 
POETRY HOUR

WHEN Friday 2 September  
 9.00pm - 11.00pm

WHERE Little Andromeda

PRICE $16*

Christchurch’s favourite nocturnal 
salon brings together visiting 
out-of-towners and hot locals 
for a memorable night of poetry, 
shenanigans, feelings and staying 
up far too late. The one and 
only Ray Shipley hosts Dominic 
Hoey, Mohamed Hassan, Vana 
Manasiadas and Emma Barnes.

KERI HULME:  
HE KŌTUKU REREKA TAHI
WHEN Friday 2 September 
 8.30pm - 10.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $39 / $37*

Presented by Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu

The return of WORD’s popular tiny 
lecture series celebrating the weird 
and wonderful! Discover the innermost 
obsessions of five writers in this 

compelling series of short, vibrant 
lectures held at Little Andromeda and 
delivered by Dr Jo Burzynska, Sam 
Duckor-Jones, Lloyd Jones, Murdoch 
Stephens and Robert Sullivan. Each 
lecture is just 12 minutes long and full 
of possibilities. What will be revealed 
when the cabinet of curiosities is 
opened? Bookings essential. Hosted by 
Naomi van den Broek.

Livestream available
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WHEN Friday 2 September

 7.30pm - 8.30pm

WHERE Meet at Avebury House

PRICE $36 / $31*

Step into the dark for a Red Zone ramble like no other,  
led by one of our finest observers of the natural world, author 
Annette Lees. In her book After Dark she writes: ‘I have always 
loved the night, loved walking into its strange enchantment… 
Night air is fresh and damp, alive across the skin… Our 
familiar landscapes are altered, mysterious and charged 
with potency.’ Annette will guide you through nature’s slow 
reclamation of the Avon Loop, drawing attention to the 
sights, sounds, creatures and stars that emerge when the 
sun goes down. Please wear decent walking shoes and be 
prepared for all weather and dim light. You will need to be 
comfortable walking on mildly uneven surfaces.

REMEMBERING THE FUTURE, 
REIMAGINING THE PAST

WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 10.30am - 11.30am

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE Free

Whiti Hereaka’s novel Kurangaituku breathes life into the 
winged form and powerful mind of the eponymous bird 
woman, turning her from a monster in a traditional tale to 
a vivid contemporary character – one that won Whiti New 
Zealand’s top fiction prize this year. Whiti, Sascha Stronach 
and Cassie Hart, whose brilliant work also reimagines pasts, 
presents or futures, join Karen Healey for a lively discussion 
on the possibilities of reimagination, and the craft needed to 
make imagination real. 

THE GREAT WORD STORY HUNT 

WHEN Saturday 3 September  
 10.00am - 11.30am

WHERE Tūranga, all levels

PRICE Free

The Great WORD Story Hunt is back. Grab the whānau and 
find clues hidden in the library that will lead you to the 
next story. Will it be Georgia Latu in the Lego pit? Maysoon 
Salama hiding under the stairs, reading her gorgeous picture 
book Aya and the Butterfly? Maria Gill with a selection of 
amazing true Kiwi stories? Or maybe Sarina Dickson and 
Hilary Jean Tapper exploring Red Zone tales with A Stick and 

a Stone. Adventure awaits and there are prizes to be won!

FRIDAY 2 
SEPTEMBER

AFTER DARK: NIGHT 
WALKING WITH  
ANNETTE LEES

Five Lanes Courtyard at the BNZ Centre
ph. 03 379 2882

scorpiobooks.co.nz

Two inner city sanctuaries for
bibliophiles of all ages...

SATURDAY 3 
SEPTEMBER

Livestream available
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SATURDAY 3 
SEPTEMBER

THE FARAWAY NEAR:  
EMILY ST. JOHN MANDEL

WHEN Saturday 3 September

 12.00pm - 1.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37*

In 2014, Emily St. John Mandel published her prescient novel 
Station Eleven, which charted the fallout of a swine flu 
pandemic which wipes out 99% of civilisation. A sensational 
television adaptation followed at the height of COVID-19. She 
joins Rachael King     from New York City to discuss a writer’s 
life during a pandemic, the power of imagination when 
physical travel is out of reach, and how her new novel, the 
virtuosic Sea of Tranquility, might just change your opinion of 
what time travel novels can be. 

MATARIKI: STORIES AND STARS

WHEN Saturday 3 September  
 11.00am - 12.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $23 / $19*

Many cultures have traditions and stories about Matariki 
(Pleiades), the constellation at the heart of the Māori new 
year. Professor Rangi Mātāmua (Tūhoe) is a driving force 
behind the revival of tātai aroraki (Māori astronomy) and 
the new national holiday. He has teamed up with award-
winning journalist Miriama Kamo (Ngāi Tahu, Ngāti Mutunga) 
to publish a beautiful new book on our own Matariki stories, 
and those from the Pacific Islands, Australia, Asia, the 
Americas, Europe and Africa. Bring the whole whānau down 
for a flight around the globe, and up to the stars.

With support from Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu

Livestream available

WAR AND PEACE
WHEN Saturday 3 September  
 2.30pm - 3.30pm

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE Free

In the 1990s, Ross Calman (Ngāti Toa, Ngāi Tahu) stumbled 
on a manuscript: a handwritten biography of his ancestor 
Te Rauparaha, written in te reo by the great chief’s son. Ross 
mastered te reo, and now, decadeslater, has translated 
and published the manuscript – complete with eyewitness 
accounts and ancient curses. He and Te Maire Tau (Upoko 
of Ngāi Tūāhuriri) discuss these turbulent times between 
Ngāi Tahu and Ngāti Toa, and the peace marriages that 
followed. With Michael Stevens chairing and taonga puoro 
accompaniment from Ariana Tikao.

With support from Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu
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THE GENTRIFICATION 
BLUES AND  
COMEDY HOUR

WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 12.30pm - 1.30pm

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE Free

We’re used to headlines about the 
housing crisis and the march of 
developers. What’s the view like for the 
artists, writers, students and people of 
colour hustling for a home, or watching 
their neighbourhoods change? In their 
recent books, two gifted satirists each 
tackle housing and gentrification, race 
and class. Coco Solid, writer, musician, 
Fulbright scholar and creator of Aroha 

Bridge, joins novelist, publisher and 
refugee advocate Murdoch Stephens 
for a sparky conversation about the 
places we live, with Jess Maclean.

LLOYD JONES: 
MODERN FABLES

WHEN Saturday 3 September  
 1.00pm - 2.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $23 / $19*

Every culture has myths, fables and 
legends that shape our understanding 
of the past, and of ourselves. One of our 
most celebrated fiction writers, Lloyd 
Jones, has drawn on these genres in  
his recent novels, The Cage and The 

Fish, to create fables for our modern 
age. He speaks with Bernadette Hall 
about the beautiful, dark Kafkaesque 
tales he loves telling, taking  
imaginative risks and how allegorical 
forms can shine a contemporary 
light on questions of connection and 
alienation, longing and love.

THE FARAWAY NEAR: 
HEATHER MORRIS

WHEN Saturday 3 September  
 2.00pm - 3.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37*

Known for her compassionately-told 
stories of resilience and survival, 
Heather Morris dazzled readers  
with her sensational blockbuster  
debut The Tattooist of Auschwitz in  
2018. Also based on a true story, her 
latest novel Three Sisters tells the 
gripping story of three remarkable 
Slovakian Jewish sisters who survived 
years of confinement in Auschwitz, 
and the rich lives they went on to 
forge afterwards. In conversation from 
Brisbane with Morrin Rout.

SATURDAY 3 
SEPTEMBER

Livestream available

FOUNDATION POP-UP FESTIVAL
WHEN Saturday 3 September  
 5.00pm - 10.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, Foundation Cafe

PRICE $5 on the door

Our festival-within-a-festival is back 
for another marathon of stunning 
performances and outrageous 
gimmicks, in a showcase of Ōtautahi 
and Aotearoa’s finest word people. 
Featuring close to 50 performers, and 
curated by WORD’s own programmer-

at-large, Audrey Baldwin, 2022’s pop-up 
is a literary degustation of amuse-
bouche haiku, new release entrees, a 
fresh soup of emerging talent, tāngata 
moana kai moana, the meat and 
potatoes of algorithms doing violence 
to classic literature, then on to a 
bittersweet desert of heartbreak and 
lust…with karaoke to close. Drop in and 
out at any time. Check the website in 
August for the full line-up.

Supported by Booksellers Aotearoa New Zealand
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THE FARAWAY NEAR: ANNIE ZAIDI

WHEN Saturday 3 September

 6.00pm - 7.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37

Indian author Annie Zaidi is a force of nature. When not writing award-winning 
memoir, reportage or plays, or directing films like In her words: The Journey of 

Indian Women, or editing anthologies like Unbound: 2000 Years of Indian Women’s 

Writing, she is crafting novels showing India from vantages unlike others you’ve 
read. What they share is a refusal to simplify or romanticise, and a ‘wise, whimsical 
loveliness’, as one critic said of her latest, City of Incident. Catch this generous 
thinker live from New Delhi, in conversation with Dr Hafsa Ahmed.

THE FARAWAY NEAR: 
LUKE HARDING

WHEN Saturday 3 September  
 8.00pm - 9.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37

If you’ve been following the bloody 
war unfolding in Ukraine, chances 
are you’ve read Luke Harding’s 
work. The veteran Guardian foreign 
correspondent and former Russia 
bureau chief has been reporting from 
the conflict zone throughout 2022, 
combining direct observation with a  
macro-political analysis that’s second 
to none. He takes a break from 
covering the fighting to speak with 
Guyon Espiner about Russia, Ukraine, 
Putin and his new book Shadow 

State: Murder, Mayhem and Russia’s 

Remaking of the West.

NO OTHER PLACE TO STAND:  
CREATIVITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE

WHEN Saturday 3 September 

 4.30pm - 5.30pm

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE Free

How do we adapt, mitigate and create in response to the climate crisis?  
Join human rights and climate campaigner Kera Sherwood-O’Regan and 
the editors of the new climate poetry anthology No Other Place to Stand, Erik 
Kennedy, essa may ranapiri and Rebecca Hawkes, for a conversation about art 
and activism. How can poetry get us past the language of science and policy to 
where the ecological and human meet? With readings from contributors including 
Faumuina Felolini Maria Tafuna’i and Philip Armstrong.

SATURDAY 3 
SEPTEMBER

Livestream available
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NUKU: 100 
KICKASS 
INDIGENOUS 
WOMEN
WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 3.00pm - 4.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $36 / $28*

Qiane Matata-Sipu’s groundbreaking multimedia NUKU 
project brings together 100 leading indigenous women,  
from entrepreneurs to change-makers to artists, with a  
single goal: to tell their stories on their own terms. Qiane 
takes the stage with three dynamic women featured in 
the NUKU book: broadcaster and te reo champion Stacey 
Morrison, 15-year-old CEO and author Georgia Latu and poet 
and leadership executive Karlo Mila MNZM. Come along for 
an hour of generous kōrero, followed by all-in chats and kai 
in the foyer outside.

With support from Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu

SATURDAY 3 
SEPTEMBER

Livestream available

ADVENTUROUS 
WOMEN 
WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 5.30pm - 6.45pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $39 / $37*

One of our most popular storytelling sessions returns 
with a bang. Prepare to be inspired and moved as five 
extraordinary but very different women tell powerful stories 
of bravery and risk from their own adventurous lives. 

Hear environmentalist, bookseller and author Ruth Shaw on a 
being held up by pirates, hitting rock bottom, and eventually 
setting up three tiny bookshops; writer, multimedia artist, 
Fulbright scholar and musician Coco Solid on subverting 
the old paradigms of business models and walking a more 
holistic path in her work; mountaineer and author Jo Morgan 
on riding her motorcycle through more than 100 countries; 
and dynamic entrepreneurial duo Rosa and Margo Flanagan 
on their success as cookbook authors The Two Raw Sisters. 
You won’t want to miss this. Hosted by Miriama Kamo.

With support from National Library of New Zealand and Latitude Magazine
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INSIDE THE WEALTH GAP:  
STORIES AND STATS

WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 6.30pm - 7.30pm

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE $23 / $19

Statistics tell stories. Here’s one: the richest 5% of Kiwis 
own 44% of the country’s wealth, while the bottom 50% 
own 2%. Economist Max Rashbrooke’s Too Much Money: 

How Wealth Disparities Are Unbalancing Aotearoa New 

Zealand brings years of research – and literary insights – 
to the debate, while author, playwright and poet Dominic 
Hoey’s explosive Poor People with Money captures life on 
the poverty line right now. They talk wealth, poverty and 
opportunity with Danyl McLauchlan.

SATURDAY 3 
SEPTEMBER

THE STARDUST CABARET

WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 7.00pm - 9.00pm

WHERE Little Andromeda

PRICE $16*

Carl Sagan said, ‘We are made of star-stuff.’ This festival 
night, get cosy in the Little Andromeda bar and enjoy 
star-stuff-infused spoken word performances, MC’d by 
the glitter-bright RikTheMost. Let poets, spec-fic authors, 
observationists and storytellers sprinkle fabulosity and 
help you to travel the cosmos. With Rebecca Hawkes, Sam 
Duckor-Jones, Ray Shipley, Sascha Stronach, Kahu Tumai 
and more. Curated by A.J. Fitzwater, with all proceeds going 
to support local charity Qtopia.

Livestream available

INDELIBLE: 
TATTOO TALES
WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 6.30pm - 7.30pm

WHERE Absolution Tattoo, 

 Christchurch Arts Centre

PRICE $26 / $21*

Some stories impress, then fade. 

Others you never forget, as if 
they’ve been tattooed on your 
mind. What about stories of 
tattoos and tā moko themselves? 
Gather close among the 
paraphernalia of a working tattoo 
studio to hear gifted storytellers 
reveal the tales behind their 
ink: what they mean, why they 

got them, how the world reacts. 
Conceived and hosted by The 
Unlikely Librarian, and featuring 
Wayne Youle, Rebecca Nash, 
Whiti Hereaka, Philip Armstrong 
and Arielle Kauaeroa Monk. 

In honour of the event, in 
September Absolution Tattoo 
is offering a special WORD 
Christchurch rate of $150 on flash 
tattoos (palm sized, one colour): 
the perfect chance to get your 
favourite literary quote or motif 
inked. Check #wordflash on 
Instagram to see participating 
artists’ work. $50 from each tattoo 
done goes to support WORD.



THE FARAWAY NEAR: OTTESSA MOSHFEGH

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 10.00am - 11.00am

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37*

One of today’s most thrillingly inventive novelists, Booker Prize-shortlisted author 
Ottessa Moshfegh is the queen of bitingly mordant, unsettling and atmospheric 
fiction. Her work turns genre on its head, and introduces unforgettable and 
sometimes deliciously unpleasant characters. As The Times said, ‘Moshfegh’s writing 
is as lethally efficient as a flick-knife.’ Steeped in magic and set in a mediaeval 
village blighted by tragedy, her fifth novel Lapvona asks, ‘Where does God fit in 
madness?’Joining us from Southern California in conversation with Julie Hill. 

KATE DE GOLDI: 
EARTHQUAKES  
AND CATHEDRALS 

WHEN Sunday 4 September

 10.00am - 11.00am

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $23 / $19*

What do you get if you cross Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol with the 
Christchurch earthquakes? You get 
Eddy, Eddy, the off-beat, funny new 
novel from Kate De Goldi, author of the 
iconic The 10pm Question. Kate speaks 
with Liz Grant about love, pet minding, 
religious doubt, living with loss and 
what it was like setting a coming-of-
age tale in our own city in the aftermath 
of that pivotal time. 

20 WORD Festival 2022 *Service fees apply

SATURDAY 3 
SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY 4 
SEPTEMBER

Livestream available

CONFLUENCE 2.0
WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 8.30pm - 10.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $23 / $19*

After its resounding success in 2021, 
Confluence returns with a brand-new 
line-up of Pasfika and Māori musicians 
and poets for a joyous celebration of 
the cultural, musical and ancestral 

connections between the islands of 
Polynesia and Aotearoa. With Daisy 
Speaks as your curator and host, and 
the Judah Band laying down epic 
grooves, tune in for the stylings of Karlo 
Mila, The Soakai Brothers (Dietrich, Eric 
and Zech), Robert Sullivan, essa may 
ranapiri, Micahlei Timo and feature 
musical guest Mahalia Simpson. 

Supported by Cross-Polynate



DON’T 
SWEAT IT: 
MENOPAUSE

NICK BOLLINGER: THE RISE AND 
FALL OF THE COUNTERCULTURE  
IN AOTEAROA

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 10.30am - 11.30am

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE $23 / $19*

Join music journalist and broadcaster Nick Bollinger in 
conversation with Philip Matthews about the colourful 
transformation of New Zealand life wrought by the 
counterculture in the 1960s and 1970s. In his new book, 
Jumping Sundays, Nick tells the story of beards and bombs, 
freaks and firebrands, self-destruction and self-realisation, 
during a turbulent and definitive period in New Zealand’s 
history and culture.

THE BETTER BRAIN

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 11.00am - 12.00pm

WHERE Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna o Waiwhetū

PRICE $23 / $19*

Does what you eat affect how you feel? Can changes in 
diet bring about changes in mental health? What impact on 
stress did supplements have on Christchurch people after 
the earthquakes and mosque attacks? Julia Rucklidge, 
Professor of Clinical Psychology at UC, has spent decades 
looking at the nexus between nutrition, anxiety, depression 
and stress. She discusses her new book The Better Brain, and 
why we need to be mindful of what we eat.

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 12.00pm - 1.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $23 / $19*

Respected writer Nicky Pellegrino and journalist, 
mother and author Miriama Kamo join forces 
for a candid and witty conversation about the 
realities of menopause, and how to navigate 
this often-challenging phase of life. Drawing on 
expert research and personal experience, they’ll 
dive into hot flushes, weight, memory, sleep, 
anxiety and, last but not least, the libido that 
was there, somewhere, a minute ago…

21wordchristchurch.co.nz*Service fees apply

SUNDAY 4 
SEPTEMBER

Livestream available



HAPPINESS AND 
OTHER BAD IDEAS

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 12.30 - 1.30pm

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE Free

What makes our moods? What do 
meditation and medication do to our 
brains? Is it better to be happy or do 
good? What, even, is the self? Brilliant 
writer and thinker Danyl McLauchlan 
discusses unexpected but enlightening 
ways of tackling mental health with 
Ekant Veer.

INFIDELITY, 
DOMESTIC LIFE & 
DESIRE

WHEN Sunday 4 September  
 2.30pm - 3.30pm

WHERE The Piano, The Chamber

PRICE Free

The harsh realities of domestic life 
and parenting, desire and rage, loss, 
sexual politics and awkward fumblings 
in uncharted territories come together 
in what promises to be a juicy, fun 
and lively session. Writers Tracey 
Slaughter, Brannavan Gnanalingam 
and Murdoch Stephens explore these 
themes as depicted in their recent 
books, Devil’s Trumpet, Slow Down, 

You’re Here and Down from Upland. 
Chaired by Sue Orr. 

JULIE KING MEMORIAL 
LECTURE: TAONGA 
MĀORI AND CHRISTIAN 
MISSIONS

WHEN Sunday 4 September

 2.00pm - 3.00pm

WHERE Christchurch Art Gallery  
 Te Puna o Waiwhetū

PRICE Free

Nineteenth-century Christian missions 
to Aotearoa played important 
roles in collecting taonga Māori 
(Māori treasures), and in how they 
were distributed and understood 
in Western Europe. The acquisition 
of the taonga from Māori is a tale 
of entrepreneurship for Māori and 
survival for early missionaries. 
Professor Deidre Brown (Ngāpuhi, 
Ngāti Kahu) discusses how recent 
research has revealed the journeys of 
these taonga and their role in shaping 
European opinions about Māori art 
and society.

Presented by Friends of the Christchurch Art 
Gallery Te Puna o Waiwhetū. 
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SUNDAY 4 
SEPTEMBER

THE FARAWAY NEAR:  
SARAH KRASNOSTEIN

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 12.00 - 1.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE $42 / $37*

The Trauma Cleaner was one 
of the finest pieces of non-
fiction published in recent years: 
unflinching, compassionate and 
gripping. Sarah Krasnostein 
returns with the astonishing The 

Believer: Encounters with Love, 

Faith and Death. At this time of 
conspiracy theory and  
anti-vaccination protest, she asks, 
without judgement, how people 
find certainty in the absence of 
knowledge. Live from her home in 
Melbourne, she speaks with Kim 
Hill about getting to know the 
unique individuals in her book, 
and the complex paths that lead 
people to believe in UFOs, gods 
and ghosts.

Livestream available



JO BURZYNSKA 
AND KIRAN DASS: 
WORDS/WINE/
SOUND

WHEN Sunday 4 September  
 3.00pm - 4.00pm

WHERE Space Academy

PRICE $29 / $25*

Reading, drinking wine and listening  
to music have long been enjoyed 
together. Join wine writer, sound 
artist and multisensory researcher  
Jo Burzynska and WORD Programme 
Manager, writer and critic Kiran Dass 
to explore the fascinating intersections 
between the three. They will share 
their professional insights, and the 
audience will be able to experience 
some surprising interactions first hand, 
while sipping a glass of wine provided 
by sponsor, Main Divide.

The remarkable Christopher Finlayson 
was in the engine room of the John 
Key-led National government, serving 
as Attorney-General, Minister for Treaty 

WHEN Sunday 4 September

 2.00pm - 3.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE $23 / $19*

of Waitangi Negotiations, Minister for 
the Arts, Culture and Heritage, and 
overseeing New Zealand’s two main 
intelligence agencies. With Kim Hill, 
he relives a career ranging from his  
early years as a lawyer representing  
Ngāi Tahu in its treaty claims, through 
to his many high-profile years spent 
working alongside, and getting to 
know the real John Key.  

CHRIS FINLAYSON:  
THE INNER CIRCLE

TĀNGATA NGĀI TAHU:  
PEOPLE OF NGĀI TAHU 2

WHEN Sunday 4 September

 4.00pm - 5.00pm

WHERE The Piano

PRICE Free

The second volume of Tāngata Ngāi Tahu celebrates 
the rich and diverse lives of the people of Ngāi Tahu, 
profiling some 50 whānauka who have contributed 
to their iwi, hapū and whānau: here are wāhine toa, 
rangatira and tohunga, community leaders, activists 
and scholars, social workers, politicians, fishermen and 
farmers, sportspeople, adventurers, weavers, performers 
and many more. Join Tā Tipene O’Regan and the book’s 
editors, Helen Brown and Michael Stevens, for a journey 
through some of these extraordinary lives.

With support from Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu

23wordchristchurch.co.nz*Service fees apply

SUNDAY 4 
SEPTEMBER

Livestream available
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MASTERCLASSES 
& WORKSHOPS

TAKEN PLACES: 
SENSE OF PLACE 
AND BODY IN THE 
SHORT STORY 
WORKSHOP

WHEN Friday 2 September

 1.00pm - 2.30pm

WHERE Tūranga, Spark Place

PRICE $55 / $50*

This workshop from 
renowned writer Tracey 
Slaughter connects you 
to the tap-root of physical 
place, looking at how crucial 
it is to have a sensory ‘base 
of operations’ in the short 
story form. Discussions and 
exercises will focus writers on 
fully inhabiting landscape in 
their writing, concentrating 
on the sensing body who 
travels the story-territory. The 
goal is to achieve grounded, 
dynamic writing that takes 
the reader by the senses, 
meshing them into the 
story through an evocative 
engagement with place.

DAME FIONA 
KIDMAN: 
WRITING MEMOIR 
MASTERCLASS

WHEN Friday 2 September 
 3.00pm - 4.30pm

WHERE Tūranga, Spark Place

PRICE $55 / $50*

Memory is like a skein of 
water stretched across the 
hidden depths of our lives. 
To write a memoir, the writer 
must take the plunge and 
break the surface. To write 
honestly about the past, we 
must be prepared for what 
we find. This masterclass 
will explore why we write 
memoir, how the genre 
differs from other life writing 
forms and how to research 
and structure a narrative.

MEGAN DUNN: 
WRITING FROM LIFE 
MASTERCLASS 

WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 10.00am - 11.30pm

WHERE Tūranga, Spark Place

PRICE $55 / $50*

From using the timer on her 
iPhone to ventriloquising 
her childhood toys, Megan 
Dunn will discuss different 
structures and formal 
conceits, examining how 
writing from life is an active 
fiction. She uses personal 
case studies and early drafts 
to show the importance of 
surprise and the offbeat. 
Megan will discuss the art of 
silliness, her key influences, 
plus go-to books on the 
craft of writing. PS: This 
masterclass will also cover 
writing about death. 

Whether you want to professionally 
present your own work, or hone your 
editing skills to improve other people’s 

writing, this is the workshop for you. 
In this session you will learn about 
editing fundamentals, current style 
and resources you can access. Please 
submit five pages of your own writing 
from any genre, or writing you have 
permission to work on and that you are 
happy to share and have critiqued. 

ROSS CALMAN: HONING YOUR WRITING  
AND EDITING BASICS WORKSHOP

WHEN Friday 2 September

 10.00am - 12.30pm

WHERE Tūranga, Spark Place

PRICE $55 / $50*

This workshop will help you 
to discover two essential 
ingredients for new work – a 
pulsating idea and a voice 
(character) to tell the tale. 
You’ll partner up with one 
other writer to set exciting 
new work of your own in 
motion. Come to this session 
with a profound personal 
experience that you’re 
willing to share with your 
writing buddy. Trade yours 
for theirs, and watch the 
magic unfold on the page. 

SUE ORR:  
CHARACTER  
WORKSHOP

WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 12.00pm - 2.30pm

WHERE Tūranga, Spark Place

PRICE $55 / $50*

Livestream available



25wordchristchurch.co.nz*Service fees apply

MASTERCLASSES 
& WORKSHOPS

MOHAMED HASSAN: 
PERSONAL ESSAYS 
MASTERCLASS

WHEN Saturday 3 September 
 3.00 - 5.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, Spark Place

PRICE $55 / $50*

Is there a moment in time 
you keep returning to? 
A recurring dream that 
holds the secrets to your 
subconscious? A living room 
or airport terminal where 
your dearest memories 
take place? Join poet and 
essayist Mohamed Hassan in 
this interactive masterclass 
that weaves together 
storytelling, journalism and 
memoir to explore how a 
personal essay can help you 
tell your story. 

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 12.30pm - 2.30pm

WHERE Tūranga, Spark Place

PRICE $55 / $50*

GUYON ESPINER:  
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM  
MASTERCLASS

This unique masterclass  
with Lloyd Jones will 
explore the crucial role of 
‘imaginative risk’ in writing, 
drawing on a range of 
material from writers Italo 
Calvino and Franz Kafka as 
well as local examples. There 
will be some reading and 
plenty of room for discussion 
and writing exercises will 
also be part of the mix. 

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 10.00am - 12.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, Spark Place

PRICE $55 / $50*

LLOYD JONES: 
IMAGINATIVE RISK 
MASTERCLASS

POETRY FOR  
THE NERVOUS 
– READING IT, 
WRITING IT, 
GETTING IT

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 3.00 - 5.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, Spark Place

PRICE $55 / $50*

Join Joanna Preston, winner 
of the Mary and Peter Biggs 
Award for Poetry at the 2022 
Ockham New Zealand Book 
Awards, for this two-hour 
workshop designed to bring 
you gently into the world of 
poetry. Look at some of the ways poems are put together and 
try your hand at writing some yourself. Perfect for complete 
beginners, this workshop offers a mixture of writing exercises, 
some reading and discussion of contemporary poems. 

HE WAIATA HOU – INDIGENOUS 
WRITERS HUI

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 10.00am - 2.30pm

WHERE The Whare o Te Waipounamu

PRICE Free but registration required.

As Māori and Pasifika storytellers, what do we want the future 
of indigenous storytelling to look like? This wānaka (workshop) 
explores ways of telling our own stories, navigating the 
mainstream writing world and the evolution of traditions and 
forms. It’s also a chance to have a kai with fellow creative crew 
from across the motu. Hosted by Kāti Kurī pūrakau guru Maurice 
Manawatu, with special guests Coco Solid, Rocky Roberts, Kera 
Sherwood-O’Regan, Karlo Mila and Tina Makareti. 

With thanks to Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu  

Drawing on examples of his work, including 
features, podcasts, news stories and 
documentaries investigating police 
shootings, spy agencies, political donation 
scandals and international relations, 
award-winning RNZ investigative journalist 
Guyon Espiner will take you through a 
masterclass on investigative journalism. The 
session will cover interviewing, journalism 
techniques, information gathering and 
structuring a story. Questions are not 
compulsory but highly encouraged.

Livestream available
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SCHOOLS /  
YOUTH

MAKE IT, SAY IT, DO IT NOW

WHEN Sunday 4 September 
 2.00pm - 6.00pm

WHERE Tūranga, TSB Space

PRICE Free

Have you got a message to spread or a story to tell?  
Ever wanted to write or make a zine or put a slogan on  
a badge? We’re handing over WORD’s beautiful venue  
The Faraway Near for a mashup of free workshops, stalls  
and hands-on creative crafts. Check out The Conscious 
Club’s Maker’s Market of local ethical goods, the Rainbow 
Reading Club with Emma Barnes, Kerry Donovan Brown 
and Chris Tse, writing workshops with Dominic Hoey and 
Claudia Jardine, and an open mic for all you poets on the 
rise. If you’re under 25 and into making meaning rather than 
consuming it, come on down.

Internationally award-winning haiku poet Doc Drumheller 
brings the ancient Japanese ginko, or haiku walk, into the 
21st century. Schools can contact their local Waimakariri 
Library to take part in the programme, which culminates in 
this lunchtime performance featuring students reading  
their work, plus a set from Doc himself. Find out more at 
libraries.waimakariri.govt.nz.

HAIKU HIKE

READ ALOUD SCHOOLS DAY

The Read Aloud Schools Day is back for another year. As 
always, we bring six exciting children’s writers to the stage, 
free for all primary and intermediate schools in Canterbury. 
This year we are stoked to welcome Simon Pollard (New 
Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young Adults-
shortlisted Why is That Spider Dancing?), Maysoon Salama 
(Aya and the Butterfly), Lily Emo (illustrator for Margaret 
Mahy’s The Boy Who Made Things Up), Graci Kim (The Last 

Fallen Star), Georgia Latu and Maria Gill (The King’s Medal). 
Teachers, contact schools@wordchristchurch.co.nz for 
session details and to secure a spot for your school group.

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
PROGRAMME

Once again, we’re offering incredible speakers to 
Christchurch secondary schools, absolutely  
free of charge. Don’t miss this amazing opportunity for 
students to hear from and meet exciting writers who make 
waves in everything they do: Includes poet RikTheMost; Ngāi 
Tahu writer, activist and disability advocate Kera Sherwood-
O’Regan; author Kate De Goldi; planetary astronomer and 
science communicator Michele Bannister; and poet and 
journalist Mohamed Hassan. Expect the audience to go 
away buzzing, and they might even learn a thing or two. 
Teachers, contact schools@wordchristchurch.co.nz for 
session details and to secure a spot for your school group.

Presented by University of Canterbury

WHEN Wednesday 31 August 
 12:30 - 1:30pm

WHERE Kaiapoi Library

PRICE Free

Livestream available
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SUPPORTERS

PLATINUM PATRONS

Krissy & Mark Christensen 

Joanna Orwin 

Pene Whitty

GOLD PATRONS

Kate & Richard Burtt 

Paul Dalziel & Jane Higgins 

Jarrod Gilbert 

Paula Granger 

Marianne Hargreaves 

Philip king & Sarah Lovell-Smith 

Rachael King

PATRONS

Peter Beck & Gay West 

The Blyth family 

Catherine & David Boyer 

Ros Burdon 

Geoff Connell 

Charlotte Gray 

SUPPORTERS

Carol Bartle 

Elizabeth Caygill 

Rob Cruickshank 

Gillie & Tim Deans 

David Elworthy & Ros Henry 

Fiona Farrell 

Susan Henson & Thomas Young 

Freerange Press 

Erik Kennedy 

Jenny May 

Moata Tamaira 

Matthew Turner 

Jan Wright

PATRONS AND SUPPORTERS
Anna Rogers 

Kirsty Ruepell 

Kathryn Ruge 

Anna Scaife 

Margie & Tony Sewell 

Pam Sharpe 

Dame Adrienne Stewart 

Rachael Walkinton
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BIOGRAPHIES
Dr Hafsa Ahmed was born in Hyderabad, India 
and came to Aotearoa New Zealand in 2007. She 
is the co-founder and trustee of Lady Khadija 
Charitable Trust which operates with the motto of 
“Empowering communities through compassion”. 
Hafsa aims to contribute back to the community 
through her knowledge and expertise and 
feels blessed to share her life’s journey with her 
husband Razi Syed and two amazing children – 
Hussain and Zahra. 

Dr Melani Anae QSO is Associate Professor in 
Pacific Studies at the University of Auckland. She 
has researched and published extensively in her 
specialty areas of ethnicity, health, education 
and Pacific approaches to a broad range of 
social issues. Her books include The Platform: The 
Radical Legacy of the Polynesian Panthers.

Philip Armstrong’s poems, essays, and 
short stories have appeared in journals and 
anthologies here and internationally. His poetry 
collection, Sinking Lessons, won the 2019 Kathleen 
Grattan Award, and his essay on the Christchurch 
earthquakes won the 2011 Landfall Essay Prize. He 
has also published books on Shakespeare and on 
animals in literature.

Audrey Baldwin is a Zimbabwean-born, Ōtautahi-
based performance artist, curator and event 
producer. She is the headmistress of Dr Sketchy’s 
Anti-Art School in Christchurch, a key producer at 
Shared Lines Collaborative and collaborates with 
interesting organisations or individuals.

Dr Michele Bannister is a Royal Society Te 
Apārangi Rutherford Discovery Fellow and Senior 
Lecturer at the University of Canterbury. Her work 
focuses on the exploration and observation of 
small worlds, both interstellar and in our solar 
system.

Emma Barnes (they/them) published their first 
book last year, I Am In Bed With You. They worked 
with Chris Tse on Out Here: An anthology of 
Takatāpui and LGBTQIA+ writers from Aotearoa, 
which  was released last year. They work in tech. 

Nick Bollinger is a writer, broadcaster and critic 
for many outlets including RNZ. His books include 
How to Listen to Pop Music, and the award-
winning Goneville: A Memoir. His latest book 
is Jumping Sundays: The Rise and Fall of the 
Counterculture in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Naomi van den Broek is a creative based 
in Ōtautahi Christchurch. She manages the 
University of Canterbury Arts Centre campus, 
supporting the activities that happen on site. 
Naomi is also an experienced singer, actor, pianist 
and songwriter with a career spanning 25 years in 
Aotearoa New Zealand and internationally. 

Ben Brown (Ngāti Mahuta, Ngāti Koroki, Ngāti 
Pāoa) is an acclaimed children’s author, non-
fiction writer, poet, performer and publisher. He 
was the inaugural Te Awhi Rito New Zealand 
Reading Ambassador for children and young 
people in 2021.

Professor Deidre Brown (Ngāpuhi, Ngāti Kahu) 
is a Māori art and architectural historian at 
the University of Auckland. Her books include 
Māori Architecture and the multi-authored Art 
in Oceania: A new history. She has co-authored 
a history of Māori art that is due for publication 
next year.

Helen Brown (Ngāi Tahu) is a senior researcher in 
the Ngāi Tahu Archive at Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu. 
She works on history and memory projects. Helen 
leads Tāngata Ngāi Tahu, the biographies project 
which explores tribal history through the lens of 
biography.

Dr Jo Burzynska is a wine critic, music writer, 
sound artist and researcher. She established wine 
and sound bar, The Auricle Sonic Arts Gallery, in 
Christchurch. In her role as a wine critic she writes 
regularly for the New Zealand Herald and its Viva 
magazine, and is the author of Wine Class: All You 
Need to Know About Wine in New Zealand. 

Ross Calman is the translator and editor of He 
Pukapuka Tātaku i ngā Mahi a Te Rauparaha 
Nui/A Record of the Life of the Great Te 
Rauparaha by Tamihana Te Rauparaha. He 
has written a number of other books on Māori 
language and history, is a hugely experienced 
editor and is a licensed te reo Māori translator. 

Coco Solid is the rap nickname by which 
Auckland writer, multimedia artist and musician 
Jessica Hansell (Ngapuhi/Samoa) has long been 
known. Creator of cult cartoon Aroha Bridge, she 
is also a member of Piki Films, Kuini Qontrol and 
the Onehunga community space Wheke Fortress. 

Kiran Dass is a critic, writer and Programme and 
Engagement Manager at WORD Christchurch. 
She has written about music, books and culture 
for the New Zealand Herald, the Guardian, North & 
South, The Spinoff, Pantograph Punch, the Sunday 
Star-Times and many more. Kiran also reviews 
books regularly on RNZ’s Nine to Noon.

Kate De Goldi has published a range of award-
winning short stories and novels for adults and 
children. Her novel The 10pm Question was 
published to critical acclaim both in New Zealand 
and overseas. She is also the co-publisher of the 
Annual Ink imprint which produces the popular 
annuals. 

Sarina Dickson is a writer, artist and educator 
based in Christchurch. She enjoys a varied 
and creative working life, with collaborations 
in publishing, mental health and wellness, 
education, illustration, social enterprise and 
public art.

Doc Drumheller has worked in award-winning 
groups for theatre and his poems have been 
translated into more than 20 languages. He is also 
the editor and publisher of Catalyst. His latest 
collection is Drinking With Li Bai: 100 Haiku from 
China and India.

Sam Duckor-Jones is an artist and poet living 
in Māwhera-Greymouth. He has published two 
collections of poetry. Sam’s current project is the 
transformation of a crumbling West Coast church 
into an immersive queer sculpture, Gloria of 
Greymouth. He is represented by Bowen Galleries.

Megan Dunn is the author of Tinderbox and 
Things I Learned at Art School, and a reformed 
video artist. Her art reviews and criticism have 
been widely published, as have her essays and 
stories. A multi-award winner, she was formerly 
the art editor for The Spinoff. 

Luke Elworthy is the author of The Last Letter of 
Godfrey Cheathem, a comic novel exploring the 
life of the fictional dead author. Luke has worked 
in book publishing in New Zealand, Australia, 
Britain and the Netherlands.

Lily Emo, award-winning illustrator, spends her 
time juggling the demands of an illustration/art 

career, and freelancing as a graphic designer 
and relief art teacher. Her portraiture work of 
COVID-19 essential workers was displayed in the 
National Portrait Gallery.

Guyon Espiner has been a leading journalist in 
print, television and radio for more than 20 years. 
He has an intimate knowledge of politics, having 
spent 14 years covering Parliament. He is currently 
an investigative journalist with RNZ.

Dr Marian Evans was a member of the Spiral 
Collective, which published Keri Hulme’s the bone 
people. She also worked on exhibitions to which 
Keri contributed visual art. She now writes mostly 
with Cushla Parekowhai.

Christopher Finlayson was a senior minister in the 
National government, sitting in Parliament from 
2005 to 2019. In the time he served as attorney-
general and minister for Treaty of Waitangi 
negotiations. He is the co-author of He Kupu 
Taurangi: Treaty Settlements and the Future of 
Aotearoa New Zealand. 

A.J. Fitzwater is a unicorn in a snappy blazer 
who has published a variety of short speculative 
fiction. A Sir Julius Vogel Award winner, they are 
a graduate of the Clarion workshop 2014 and 
were an artist in residence at Christchurch’s Arts 
Centre in 2021. 

Clementine Ford is a writer, broadcaster and 
feminist community builder living in Naarm/
Melbourne. She is the bestselling author of the 
feminist manifestoes Fight Like A Girl and Boys Will 
Be Boys. Her latest book is How We Love: Notes 
on a Life.

Ciarán Fox is a published writer, photographer 
and editor with 20 years of experience in health 
promotion, community development, arts 
advocacy, events and social marketing. He works 
with the Mental Health Foundation and for the All 
Right? campaign.

Brannavan Gnanalingam is a writer and  
lawyer based in Wellington. He has written seven 
novels, including Sprigs (2021), winner of the Ngaio 
Marsh Award for Best Novel. His latest, Slow Down, 
You’re Here, was released in April. Brannavan is 
also a regular Sunday Star-Times columnist.

Maria Gill has written 60 children’s books, 
including Anzac Heroes, which won the 2016 
NZCYA Book of the Year prize. Ten of her books 
have received Storylines Notable Book awards, 
Maria writes full time and enjoys giving author 
talks and writing workshops.

Morgan Godfery (Te Pahipoto) is a writer and 
trade unionist. He is the author of Māui Street, 
a collection of essays, and the editor of The 
Interregnum, both published by Bridget Williams 
Books. His work spans broadcasting, journalism, 
law, and public policy. Morgan currently works at 
the University of Otago.

Patricia Grace is one of New Zealand’s most 
prominent and celebrated Māori fiction authors 
and a figurehead of modern New Zealand 
literature. Her works include numerous short 
stories, novels and picture books, many of them 
award-winning.

Liz Grant is a freelance writer with a background 
in broadcasting. The author of four books of non-
fiction, she headed the writing team at Te Papa 
before returning to Lyttelton in 2011. Liz is a regular 
host at WORD events.

BIOGRAPHIES
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Bernadette Hall is a highly regarded, award-
winning writer best known for her poetry. Fancy 
Dancing, her 11th collection of poetry, is, she 
says, ‘as close as I’ll ever get to writing an 
autobiography’. In 2015 Bernadette was awarded 
the Prime Minister’s Award for Poetry.  

Luke Harding is an award-winning foreign 
correspondent with the Guardian and a 
bestselling author. He was the Guardian’s 
Moscow bureau chief from 2007 to 2011. His books 
include Collusion, A Very Expensive Poison, The 
Snowden Files, Mafia State and most recently, 
Shadow State.

Cassie Hart (Kāi Tahu) writes speculative fiction. 
Her debut novel, Butcherbird, has been a finalist 
for the Australian Shadow Award and the Sir 
Julius Vogel Award for best novel. In 2022 Cassie 
co-edited Death in the Mouth, an anthology of 
original horror from people of colour. 

Mohamed Hassan is an award-winning journalist 
and poet from Auckland and Cairo. He has won 
slam poetry and podcast awards both here and 
internationally. His collection of poems National 
Anthem was shortlisted for the Ockham NZ Book 
Awards, and his new essay collection is How to be 
a Bad Muslim.

Rebecca Hawkes (she/her) is a Wellington- 
based poet and painter who grew up on a  
farm near Methven. Her first book, Meat Lovers, 
was released this year. She is a co-editor for  
the online literary journal Sweet Mammalian  
and the climate poetry anthology, No Other Place 
To Stand.

Nicole Titihuia Hawkins (Ngāti Kahungunu ki  
Te Wairoa, Ngāti Pāhauwera) is an emerging 
writer and proud māmā. She hosts Poetry with 
Brownies, and was until recently found teaching 
English, social studies and Māori activism at a 
local high school. Her poetry collection, Whai, 
took out the Jessie Mackay Prize at this year’s 
Ockham NZ Book Awards

Karen Healey is an author and English teacher 
who technically lives in Ōtautahi and mostly lives 
in her head. She likes a good argument, especially 
about books.

Juanita Hepi (Kāi Tahu) is a multidisciplinary 
storyteller, producer, director, researcher and 
writer. She has performed on stages across 
Aotearoa and recently adapted, directed and 
co-produced Tūmahana, alongside the CSO, and 
directed Te Rongomaiwhiti at the 2021 Kia Mau 
Festival. She is a staunch advocate and enabler 
of arts and artists in Ōtautahi Christchurch.

Whiti Hereaka (Ngāti Tūwharetoa, Te Arawa, 
Ngāti Whakaue, Tūhourangi, Ngāti Tumatawera, 
Tainui, Pākehā) is an award-winning novelist 
and playwright based in Wellington. She is the 
author of four novels, including award-winning 
YA titles. One of them, Kurangaituku, won the 2022 
Jann Medlicott Acorn Prize for Fiction in the 2022 
Ockham New Zealand Book Awards.

Julie Hill is a journalist, playwright, short story 
writer and documentary maker. As the recipient of 
the D’Arcy Writers’ Residency, she wrote an essay 
about the history of Karangahape Road. Her short 
story collection, ShameJoy, was published in 2014.

Kim Hill joined RNZ in Gisborne, then moved to 
Checkpoint before co-presenting Morning Report, 
where she gained a high profile. Nine years on, 
Nine to Noon was followed by hosting Saturday 
Morning, for which she has won international and 
national awards.

Dominic Hoey is a poet, author and playwright. 
His debut novel, Iceland, was a New Zealand 
bestseller. His latest title, Poor People with Money, 
is out this month. He has written and performed 
shows about his bone disease and inability to get 
arts funding. 

Joseph Hullen (NgāiTūāhuriri/Ngāti Hinematua) 
was born and raised at Tuahiwi and Kaiapoi, has 
spent a lifetime gathering traditional kai and 
hearing stories about his hapū. He is a hunter-
gatherer, a fisherman, an explorer, a kaitiaki, a 
storyteller – and always he is Ngāi Tahu.

Anna Hulme is Keri Hulme’s niece. She will be 
taking part in the tribute to Keri at the WORD 
Festival.

Claudia Jardine (she/her) lives in Ōtautahi 
Christchurch. In 2020 she published ‘The Temple 
of Your Girl’, in AUP New Poets 7. Claudia was 
awarded a 2021 Creative Residency at the Arts 
Centre. She has had poems published in journals, 
magazines, zines and websites, and her debut 
folk pop EP North is available online.

Lloyd Jones is one of New Zealand’s best-known 
contemporary writers. His distinctive works 
include the novels The Book of Fame, Paint Your 
Wife and the phenomenally successful Mister 
Pip, winner of multitudes of prizes and shortlisted 
for the Man Booker Prize in 2007. His most recent 
novel is The Fish.

The Judah Band are monsters of groove, hailing 
from Sāmoa, the Solomon Islands and Japan, 
with Iona Ulaula on drums, Motoi Shibuswa on 
guitar, brothers Steve and Vincent Lasei on keys 
and Seta Timo (MD) on bass. 

Miriama Kamo is a journalist and broadcaster. 
Her latest book, Matariki Around the World: A 
Cluster of Stars, a Cluster of Stories, co-written 
with Professor Rangi Mātāmua and illustrated by 
outstanding Ngāi Tahu artist Isobel Joy Te Aho 
White, was launched during Matariki this year.

Patrick Radden Keefe is an award-winning writer 
at the New Yorker. His latest books include Empire 
of Pain: The Secret History of the Sackler Dynasty 
and Rogues: True Stories of Grifters, Killers, Rebels 
and Crooks. He created the eight-part podcast 
Wind of Change, which the Guardian named the 
#1 podcast of 2020. 

Erik Kennedy is a poet and editor. His poetry 
collections include Another Beautiful Day 
Indoors and There’s No Place Like the Internet in 
Springtime. He has co-edited No Other Place to 
Stand: An Anthology of Climate Change Poetry 
from Aotearoa New Zealand. Originally from New 
Jersey, he lives in Ōtautahi Christchurch.

Dame Fiona Kidman is the author of over 30 books 
of fiction, poetry and memoir and the recipient of 
numerous awards. She was created a dame for 
her contribution to literature and, more recently, 
made a Chevalier of the French Legion of Honour. 
Her latest book is a memoir called So Far, For Now.

Graci Kim is the bestselling author of Korean 
mythology-inspired middle grade novel, The Last 
Fallen Star. The  first of the Gifted Clans trilogy, the 
book was named by Indigo as a Best Book of 2021 
and has been optioned by the Disney Channel. 
Graci also writes funny and heartwarming  
mom-coms for adults as Darci Kim.

Rachael King is the author of three novels, The 
Sound of Butterflies, Magpie Hall and Red Rocks. 
She was the programme director of WORD 
Christchurch from 2013 to 2021 and is currently 
working on two books: a novel for children and a 
work of creative non-fiction.

Sarah Krasnostein is the multi-award-winning 
author of The Trauma Cleaner and The Believer. 
Her writing has appeared in magazines and 
journals in Australia, Britain and the United States. 
She holds a doctorate in criminal law.

Rachel Kushner is the author of The Mars Room, 
shortlisted for the 2018 Man Booker Prize. Her 
previous novels, Telex from Cuba and The 
Flamethrowers, were both New York Times 
bestsellers. Her fiction has appeared in the New 
Yorker, Harper’s and the Paris Review. Her most 
recent book is The Hard Crowd: Essays 2000 - 
2020.

Chloe Lane’s debut novel, The Swimmers, was 
longlisted for the 2021 Ockham NZ Book Awards 
and she was a Grimshaw Sargeson Fellow that 
same year. Arms & Legs is her second novel. 
She was the founding publisher and editor of 
HUE+CRY PRESS, and is the director and a teacher 
at Hagley Writers Institute.

Georgia Latu (Kai Tahu, Ngāpuhi) is the 15-year 
old CEO behind Pōtiki Poi, the largest poi 
manufacturer in the world. Her business is 
founded on acknowledging te ao Māori and 
creating products that are environmentally 
considerate.Georgia wrote her first pukapuka, 
Ngā Mihi, on the whakapapa of poi. 

Annette Lees is an author and conservationist, 
working across New Zealand and the Pacific. Her 
three books explore our connection to nature. The 
most recent is After Dark: Walking into the nights 
of Aotearoa. 

Noelle McCarthy is an award-winning writer and 
broadcaster. She has written columns, reviews, 
first-person essays and features for a wide range 
of media in New Zealand, including Metro and the 
New Zealand Herald. In Ireland, she had provided 
commentary for radio and written for the Irish 
Times, the Independent and the Irish Examiner. 
Grand is her first book.

Val McDermid is a number one bestselling author 
whose novels have been translated into 40 
languages, and have sold over 17 million copies. 
She has won many awards internationally, 
including the CWA Gold Dagger for best crime 
novel of the year. 

Danyl McLauchlan is the author of the comic 
noir novels, Unspeakable Secrets of the Aro 
Valley and Mysterious Mysteries of the Aro 
Valley, and his essays on literature, politics, 
economics, science and philosophy appear 
on The Spinoff. Danyl’s first essay collection, 
Tranquillity and Ruin, was published last year. 
He works at the Victoria University of Wellington 
School of Biology.

Frankie McMillan is a poet and renowned short-
short story writer. The Wandering Nature of Us 
Girls is her sixth book. Her last collection, The 
Father of Octopus Wrestling, was picked as one of 
the 10 best NZ fiction books of 2019 by The Spinoff. 
In 2019 she was awarded the NZSA Peter & Dianne 
Beatson Fellowship. She spends her time between 
Ōtautahi and Mohua Golden Bay.
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Jessica Niurangi Maclean (Ngāti Kahu, Ngāti 
Hine, Clan O’Hara and Clan Maclean) is a lecturer 
at Aotahi, School of Māori and Indigenous 
Studies at the University of Canterbury. Her 
research interests include Māori epistemology 
and ontology, with a critical interest in the 
Enlightenment. She is a recent member of 
Ōtautahi Kaituhi and has been published by 
Landfall, Tupuranga Journal, and HAMSTER.

Tina Makereti writes essays, novels and short 
fiction, including the novel, The Imaginary Lives of 
James Pōneke. Tina teaches creative writing at 
Victoria University of Wellington, and was one of 
the 2022 Ursula Bethell Writers in Residence at the 
University of Canterbury.

Vana Manasiadis is Greek-New Zealand poet who 
has been moving between Aotearoa and Kirihi 
Greece. In 2021 she was Ursula Bethell Writer in 
Residence at the University of Canterbury, and 
this year is teaching creative writing there. Her 
most recent book is The Grief Almanac: A Sequel.

Maurice Manawatu (Ngāti Kurī, Ngāi Tahu) works 
for Ngāi Tahu Archives, splitting his time between 
Kaikōura and Christchurch. He is one of the key 
drivers of Ngāi Tahu’s wānaka pūrākau, which 
studies and teaches the iwi’s traditional stories 
and whakapapa. For many years Maurice owned 
and ran Māori Tours Kaikōura together with his 
wife Heather.

Emily St John Mandel was born in Canada and 
studied dance. Her novels include Last Night in 
Montreal, The Singer’s Gun, The Lola Quartet, 
Station Eleven, The Glass Hotel and Sea of 
Tranquility. She lives in New York City with her 
husband and daughter.

Dr Rangi Mātāmua (Tūhoe) is a professor at the 
University of Waikato, with research fields of 
Māori astronomy and star lore, Māori culture 
and Māori language development, research and 
revitalisation. He travels extensively throughout 
the country giving public lectures about Matariki 
and Māori astronomy.

Qiane Matata-Sipu (Te Waiohua, Waikato, 
Ngāpuhi, Ngāti Pikiao, Cook Islands) is an award-
winning journalist and photographer, visual artist 
and entrepreneur. She is the founder and creator 
of NUKU, a social movement that celebrates 
Indigenous wāhine. Qiane is the co-founder/
leader of the SOUL Protect Ihumātao campaign 
and a communications strategist. 

Philip Matthews is a senior writer with the media 
company Stuff. He was the co-author of Funny As: 
The Story of New Zealand Comedy.

Dr Karlo Mila MNZM is an award-winning poet, 
writer, mother, researcher and leadership 
programme director. Of Tongan and Pākeha 
descent, Karlo often references in her work the 
experiences of Pasifika peoples in Aotearoa 
and beyond. Her most recent collection of 
poetry, Goddess Muscle, was longlisted for the 
2021 Ockham Book Awards. She lives in Tāmaki 
Makaurau Auckland with her three sons.

David Mitchell is an internationally bestselling 
author whose multi-award-winning novels include 
Ghostwritten, number9dream, Cloud Atlas, Black 
Swan Green, The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de 
Zoet, The Bone Clocks, Slade House and Utopia 
Avenue. He lives in Ireland with his family.

Arielle Kauaeroa Monk (Muaūpoko, Ngāti 
Raukawa ki te Tonga, Celtic, English, Sentient 
Roma) is a wahine Māori living in Ōtautahi. She is 

a Māmā to her toddler tama Béla and a freelance 
writer who mostly uses her lived experiences to 
connect to readers with interests in Māori and 
Indigenous affairs, and social justice.

Jo Morgan is an adventurer, writer, UNICEF 
goodwill ambassador, philanthropist and 
grandmother. Matriarch of the well-known 
Morgan clan, Jo is married to economist and 
philanthropist Gareth Morgan, and is the mother 
of four children, including Sam Morgan, the 
founder of Trade Me.

Josiah Morgan (Kāi Tahu, Ngāti Maniapoto) is a 
21-year-old author and an Ōtautahi local. He has 
written four books. His work largely deals with the 
intersection of reality and fiction.

Liane Moriarty is the Australian author of nine 
internationally bestselling novels, including the 
number one New York Times bestsellers The 
Husband’s Secret, Big Little Lies, Truly Madly Guilty, 
Nine Perfect Strangers and, most recently, Apples 
Never Fall. Her books have sold over 20 million 
copies worldwide.

Heather Morris was born in New Zealand, and is 
an international number one bestselling author, 
who is passionate about stories of survival, 
resilience and hope. Heather’s books, The 
Tattooist of Auschwitz, and the follow-up, Cilka’s 
Journey, have sold eight million copies worldwide.

Stacey Morrison (Te Arawa, Ngāi Tahu) has been 
a radio and TV broadcaster for over 25 years. 
Stacey and her husband Scotty co-wrote Maori 
at Home, and Stacey’s debut children’s book, 
My First Words in Maori, became a number-one 
bestseller. Stacey loves encouraging the use of 
our country’s beautiful native language.

Ottessa Moshfegh is a fiction writer based in 
Southern California. Her first novel was shortlisted 
for the Man Booker Prize. Her second and third 
novels, My Year of Rest and Relaxation and Death 
in Her Hands, were New York Times bestsellers. Her 
latest, Lapvona, is out now.

Rebecca Nash is a poet who lives in Lyttelton. 
She has an MA in Creative Writing from IIML and 
an MA in Samuel Beckett from the University of 
Canterbury. She has published in various journals 
and on The Spinoff, and her book for children, 
Wilbur’s Walk, was published in 2021.

Tā Tipene O’Regan is the former Chair of the Ngāi 
Tahu Māori Trust Board and led the Ngāi Tahu 
claim, negotiation and settlement process. He 
holds several honorary doctorates from around 
Aotearoa and is Adjunct Professor at the Ngāi 
Tahu Research Centre, University of Canterbury.

Sue Orr’s second novel, Loop Tracks, is her fourth 
book of fiction. She teaches creative writing 
at the IIML, Victoria University of Wellington, 
and in Wellington prisons as a member of the 
Write Where You Are Trust. She was previously  a 
journalist and speechwriter.

Nicky Pellegrino is a journalist and author with 
a weekly health column in the Listener. Her 
latest book is Don’t Sweat It: How to Make the 
Change a Good One – a New Zealand guide to 
the menopause transition. She is the author of 13 
novels, with another on the way. 

Dr Simon Pollard is a spider biologist and award-
winning natural history photographer and writer. 
He has written and illustrated a number of 
children’s books in New Zealand and the United 
States and has twice won the LIANZA Elsie Locke 
Non-Fiction Book of the Year. 

J.P. Pomare is an award-winning bestselling 
writer. His debut novel, Call Me Evie, won the 
Ngaio Marsh Award for Best First Novel; his novel 
Tell Me Lies was a #1 Audible bestseller; The Wrong 
Woman is his fifth book. He was born in New 
Zealand and lives in Melbourne with his family.

Joanna Preston is a Tasmanaut poet, editor and 
ringmistress of The Poetry Class. Her second 
collection, tumble, won the Mary and Peter Biggs 
Award at the 2022 Ockham NZ Book Awards. She 
lives with her husband and a flock of much-
indulged chooks in semi-rural Canterbury.

Michael Robotham is a former feature writer and 
investigative reporter, who has worked in Britain, 
Australia and the United States. The nine-book 
series, The Suspect, was a worldwide bestseller 
and is being adapted for the screen. A multi-
award winner, Michael lives in Sydney.

Morrin Rout has spent over 25 years organising 
literary events and festivals and producing and 
presenting book programmes on national and 
local radio. She is the former Director of the 
Hagley Writers Institute and is a current member 
of the WORD festival trust board.

essa may ranapiri (Ngāti Wehi Wehi, Te Arawa, 
Ngāti Pukeko, Clan Gunn) (they/ia) is a poet with 
a great love for language, LAND BACK and hot 
chips. Their latest book of poetry, Echidna, was 
released this year. 

Max Rashbrooke is a writer and intellectual with 
interests in economic inequality and democratic 
renewal. A senior associate of the Institute for 
Governance and Policy Studies, he writes for Stuff, 
the Guardian and other outlets. His TED talk on 
upgrading democracy has been viewed over a 
million times.

Rebecca K Reilly (Ngāti Hine, Ngāi Rehua ki 
Ngātiwai) is a novelist from Waitākere. She won 
the Adam Foundation Prize in Creative Writing at 
Victoria University of Wellington in 2019. In 2022 
she won the Hubert Church Prize for Fiction for her 
first book, Greta & Valdin. 

RikTheMost (they/ them) is a vegan, queer, non-
binary, polyamorous spoken word artist. Originally 
from Britain, Rik has been commissioned by the 
BBC, toured internationally, represented Australia 
and Aotearoa on the world slam stage and is the 
New Zealand Poetry Society’s vice-president.

Rocky Roberts (Ngāi Tahu, Ngāti Rārua, Ngāti 
Hinematua) is Chief Storyteller at Māori 
consultancy firm, NAIA. He has a broadcasting 
background and was formerly working for Ngāi 
Tahu Holdings.

Dr Julia Rucklidge is a Professor of Psychology 
and Clinical Psychologist at the University of 
Canterbury and co-author of The Better Brain. 
Originally from Toronto, Canada, she emigrated 
to New Zealand in 2000. Julia has over 140 journal 
publications. Her 2014 TEDx talk has had close to 5 
million views.

Dr Maysoon Salama is a scholar in science with a 
PhD in food microbiology  and molecular biology. 
She dedicates her time to educating the children 
of Muslim and non-Muslim families and is the 
co-founder and manager of two An-Nur Childcare 
Centres. She is the Emeritus National Coordinator 
for the Islamic Women Council.

Matt Salmons is Keri Hulme’s nephew, the son 
of her youngest sister, Kate Salmons. He will be 
taking part in the tribute to Keri at the WORD 
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Festival, reading a short story written while Keri 
was a student at Aranui High School.

Frances Samuel is the author of Sleeping on 
Horseback and Museum. Her poems have 
been described as ‘surreal, sophisticated and 
wondrous at the same time’. Museum was written 
during her career as an exhibition writer at Te 
Papa. 

Ruth Shaw, aged 75, should be retiring but instead 
when she turned 70 she opened the first of her 
three wee bookshops. She reads, on average, two 
books a week. As her husband Lance says, ‘Life 
is never dull when you are with Ruth.’ She is the 
author of The Bookseller at the End of the World. 

Kera Sherwood-O’Regan (Kāi Tahu) is an 
Indigenous and disabled climate justice 
advocate. She is the co-founder of Activate, 
an Indigenous and disabled-led social impact 
agency. Recent writing includes co-authoring 
pieces in Climate Aotearoa, edited by Helen 
Clark, and contributing to Children, Citizenship 
and Environment by Bronwyn Hayward. Her most 
important work is strengthening her connection 
with her whenua, tūpuna, reo and whānauka at 
home in Te Waipounamu.

Ray Shipley is an Ōtautahi-based comedian, 
writer, and book-pusher. In 2019, they were 
nominated for the Billy T Award. Ray is a repeat 
Christchurch Poetry Slam winner, placing third 
nationally in 2018. Their poetry can be found in 
the anthologies Solid Air and in Out Here, among 
others.

Tracey Slaughter is the multiple award-winning 
author of six books, the latest being Devil’s 
Trumpet. She lives in Kirikiriroa in the Waikato, and 
teaches at the University of Waikato, where she 
edits the literary journals Mayhem and Poetry 
New Zealand. 

Dietrich Soakai has been a member of the 
South Auckland Poets Collective since 2011 and 
has performed internationally. Dietrich loves to 
facilitate poetry workshops for people to find and 
share their voices. He is currently writing his debut 
collection.

Eric Soakai (Samoa, Tonga) is an award-winning 
performance artist from South Auckland. Eric 
was the 2019 National Slam Poetry Champion, 
and the 2018 Grounded Slam Champion. His 
work has been published in various journals and 
magazines.

Zech Soakai is a spoken word poet and 
interdisciplinary artist. He is a popular performer 
in the Auckland spoken word and slam poetry 
circuits and also mentors high school slam 
poets. Zech is a co-founder of Niu Wave, an arts 
collective committed to creating ‘spoken word 
from the borders’. 

Rebecca Solnit is a writer, historian, activist 
and author of more than 20 books on feminism, 
western and indigenous history, popular power, 
social change and insurrection, wandering and 
walking, hope and disaster. Her latest is Orwell’s 
Roses. She is a columnist for the Guardian.

Daisy Speaks is a youth advocate and proud 
descendant of Sāmoan orators. A specialist-
generalist, she straddles the cultural, government, 
community and educational worlds. Poetry helps 
her to make sense of and navigate the tensions 
between them. Daisy is a trustee of WORD 
Christchurch.

Sascha Stronach (he/they) is a speculative fiction 
author based in Pōneke. Their debut novel, The 
Dawnhounds, won the 2020 Sir Julius Vogel Award 
for Best Novel, and has been picked up by Saga 
Press for an international release.

Murdoch Stephens is a novelist and non-fiction 
writer, born in South Otago and based in 
Wellington, he is a founding member of Lawrence 
and Gibson Publishing Collective. His latest novel, 
Down from Upland, was released this year.

Dr Michael Stevens is a Ngāi Tahu historian, who 
recently won a 2020 Royal Society Te Apārangi 
Te Kōpūnui Māori Research Award. Stevens 
specialises in the history of Awarua (Bluff), a key 
Ngāi Tahu settlement, and his book, A World 
History of Bluff, will be released soon.

Robert Sullivan (Ngāpuhi) is the author of a 
number of books of poetry, a graphic novel and a 
prize-winning book of Māori legends for children. 
He is Associate Professor of Creative Writing at 
Massey University. Tūnui is his eighth collection 
of poetry.

Faumuina Felolini Maria Tafuna’i is an Edmund 
Hillary Fellow, and the author of the poetry 
collection, My Grandfather is a Canoe. A daughter 
of Samoa, she is the creator of a wayfinding 
thinking system, Flying Geese Pro, based on 
her experience of voyaging with Polynesian 
navigators. 

takahē magazine, founded in 1989, publishes 
short stories, poetry and art, as well as essays, 
interviews, and book reviews. Many of Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s brightest literary talents made 
their first public appearance within its pages, 
alongside established writers and artists.

Hilary Jean Tapper is a picture book illustrator, 
Courage Doll creator and creative arts therapist 
and researcher, based in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. She is perpetually in pursuance of, and 
enchanted by, the magic of the arts. 

Te Maire Tau (Ngāi Tahu) has been the Director of 
the Ngāi Tahu Research Centre at the University 
of Canterbury since 2011, and is the Ūpoko (head) 
of Ngāti Tūāhuriri. Te Maire’s research interests 
include the philosophy of knowledge, oral 
traditions, myth, indigenous development and 
history.

Corban Te Aika (Ngāi Tahu) is a kaiārahi in 
the College of Engineering at the University of 
Canterbury. Previously, he was the Canterbury 
Museum Curator of Human History (Mātauranga 
Māori) and has aBA in Māori and Indigenous 
studies, te Reo Māori and political science from 
the University of Canterbury.

Ariana Tikao (Kāi Tahu) is a singer, composer and 
leading player of taonga puoro. She explores 
themes including mana wahine, and often draws 
upon ancestral korero. She is also a poet and 
writer, whose upcoming book is Mokorua: My 
Story of Moko Kauae.

Okirano Tilaia is of Samoan descent and was 
born and raised in Ōtautahi Christchurch. He is 
the vice-chair of PYLAT (Pacific Youth Leadership 
and Transformation), a charitable trust that 
seeks to empower and encourage Pasifika young 
people to participate in all worlds. 

Micahlei Timo is a 12-year-old flautist, 
rapper, rugby player and deputy head girl at 
Chisnallwood High School. A proud Sāmoan 
with Chinese and Solomon Islands ancestry, 

Micahlei writes poems that explore her identity 
as a second generation New Zealand-born 
Pacific Islander and her love for her beloved Papa 
Fa’afetai Timo, good food and rugby hero Ruby 
Tui.

Tiny Ruins is the musical pseudonym of Hollie 
Fullbrook. A rare blend of eloquent lyrical craft 
and explorative musicianship, her songs have 
been treasured by crowds and critics for over a 
decade. An eclectic raft of influences that spans 
delicate folk, lustrous dream pop and ebullient 
psychedelia.

Chris Tse (he/him) is the author of three poetry 
collections published by Auckland University 
Press, including Super Model Minority. He and 
Emma Barnes are the co-editors of Out Here: An 
anthology of Takatāpui and LGBTQIA+ writers from 
Aotearoa.

Kahu Tumai (Waikato Tainui) (she/her/ia) is an 
Ōtautahi-based māmā, rainbow educator and 
creative. Siobhan is a part of Ōtautahi Kaituhi, 
a local Māori writers group, and has poetry 
published in the journal, Tupuranga.

Two Raw Sisters, aka Rosa and Margo Flanagan, 
are bestselling authors and incredible cooks. 
They have a thriving business holding in-demand 
cooking workshops throughout New Zealand 
about the benefits of eating plant-based food.

The Unlikely Librarian, Mike Moroney (Taranaki 
tūturu, Te Atiawa) spent his formative years 
listening to heavy metal and traversing the stacks 
of Pahiatua Library. He now calls Ōhinehou-
Lyttelton home, listens to heavy metal, performs 
spoken word gigs and takes delight in people’s 
reactions to finding out he’s a librarian. 

Ekant Veer is a Professor of Marketing at the 
University of Canterbury. He is a multi-award 
winning teacher and his research has been 
published in numerous international journals. 
Ekant is also the Associate Dean of Postgraduate 
Research.

Pip Williams has published travel articles, book 
reviews, fiction and poetry and calls the Adelaide 
Hills home. In the multi-award-winning novel, The 
Dictionary of Lost Words, she combined her talent 
for historical research with beautiful storytelling.

Annabel Wilson is a writer and teacher from 
Wānaka who currently lives in Lyttelton. Her 
poetry has been widely published and her plays 
widely performed. Annabel’s first book, Aspiring 
Daybreak, won the New Zealand Mountain Book 
and Film Festival Best Fiction Award and was 
longlisted for the Ockham NZ Book Awards.

Wayne Youle (Ngāpuhi, Ngāti Whakaeke, Pākehā) 
lives and works in North Canterbury. Wayne’s 
work is often humorous and addresses issues 
of identity, race and commodification. His 
work has been shown in public galleries locally 
and internationally, and is held in numerous 
collections nationwide. Represented by SUITE 
Wellington + Auckland.

Annie Zaidi is a multi-award-winning Indian 
author, journalist, playwright and documentary 
maker. Her latest book is City of Incident: A Novel 
in Twelve Parts. She won the 2020 Tata Literature 
Live Award for fiction, the 2019 Nine Dots Prize and 
the 2018 Hindu Playwright Award.
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TICKETING INFORMATION
BOOKING INFORMATION
Tickets to all events at WORD 
Christchurch Festival 2022 are 
accessible via the events on our 
website: www.wordchristchurch.co.nz

We are managing the ticketing for  
all events excluding those held at  
Little Andromeda.

ONLINE: www.wordchristchurch.co.nz

PHONE: 03 377 5313

CALLING HOURS: Monday to Friday 
9:00am – 5:30pm, Saturday, Sunday & 
Public Holidays Closed

LITTLE ANDROMEDA
Tickets for events at Little Andromeda 
are only available through their 
website: www.littleandromeda.co.nz

You can get in touch with the  
Little Andromeda Box Office by  
calling 021 223 6693 or by email  
hello@littleandromeda.co.nz

On event night: the Little Andromeda 
Box Office will be open two hours 
before the event starting time. 

CONCESSION TICKETS
Concession tickets are only available 
to Gold Card holders, students with 
ID and unwaged. Service fees are the 
same for all tickets.

DOOR SALES
If not already sold out, door sales will 
be available from one hour before the 
session from the relevant venue. Please 
note door sales are strictly limited 
and we advise booking early to avoid 
disappointment. Door sales will be the 
advertised standard ticket price plus 
service fees.

LIVESTREAM AND LIVE 
TICKETS
Watch WORD from the comfort of 

your own home with our user-friendly, 

high-quality livestreams. All events that 

have livestream tickets available are 

marked with a   symbol. 

BOOKING FEES
All tickets purchased are subject to 
booking and service fees. Please see 
wordchristchurch.co.nz for further 
details.

SEATING REQUIREMENTS
If you require any assistance with 
seating or need to make a wheelchair 
and/or companion booking please  
call the WORD Christchurch office 
directly on 03 377 5313 or email 
ticketing@wordchristchurch.co.nz

FREE EVENTS
Capacity for free events is limited and 
we advise arriving early to secure a 
seat. Seats will not be able to be held. 
Please arrive 15 minutes prior to the 
session to secure your seat. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Ticket prices are GST inclusive and 
subject to availability.

General Admission events do not have 
allocated seating.

Tickets are non-transferable between 
events. There are no refunds or 
exchanges on lost or stolen tickets.

There are no exchanges or refunds on 
ticket price or service fees except as 
required by law.

We reserve the right not to admit 
latecomers until a suitable point in the 
session.

COVID 19
Please abide by current guidelines 
from the government and each venue. 

If government COVID restrictions 
prevent you from attending a live 
event in person, where the event is 
being livestreamed, we will reissue you 
with a livestream ticket at no extra 
cost; please note that if this is the 
case we will not be offering refunds. 
We encourage you to wear a mask 
while inside our venues to help you 
and those around you stay safe and 
confident to come to WORD events.

If you are unwell or have any 
symptoms, please stay home; follow 
Government guidelines for testing and 
isolating.

Wash your hands regularly! And be 
hygienic! We’ll have hand sanitiser at 
all of our venues.

PROGRAMME CHANGES  
AND UPDATES
WORD Christchurch Festival reluctantly 
reserves the right to change the 
schedule, speakers or replace sessions. 
Any unavoidable changes will be 
advertised on the festival website, and 
through our social media networks. In 
the event of a cancellation, the ticket 
price will be refunded. There will be no 
postponements. Transaction/service 
fees are non-refundable. Please 
consider donating the value of the 
ticket to WORD Christchurch, we would 
very much appreciate your support.

Keep updated by subscribing to the 
WORD Christchurch newsletter.

www.wordchristchurch.co.nz

BOOK SIGNINGS
Book signings by authors will be at 
their discretion and will take place 
immediately after each event. You 
may bring your own copy of a book or 
buy one on the day from the festival 
bookshop.

PHOTO CREDITS

For all photo credits please visit our 
website.

WORD CHRISTCHURCH 
FESTIVAL 2022
P O Box 29 270 
Christchurch 8440 
Phone: 03 377 5313 
Email: admin@wordchristchurch.co.nz 
www.wordchristchurch.co.nz

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
       facebook.com/wordchch

       @wordchch

       @wordchch

       #wordchch

TICKETING 
INFORMATION
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EVENT LOCATIONS

The Piano  
156 Armagh Street 
Philip Carter Family Concert Hall 
The Chamber

Tūranga 
60 Cathedral Square, Central 
Christchurch 
The Faraway Near, TSB Space 
Spark Place  
Foundation Cafe

Christchurch Art Gallery  Te Puna 
o Waiwhetū   
Cnr Worcester Boulevard and 
Montreal Street 
Philip Carter Family Auditorium

Canterbury Museum 
11 Rolleston Avenue

Absolution Tattoo 
The Arts Centre, 28 Worcester 
Boulevard, Shop 17

New Regent Street 
Various Venues 

Little Andromeda 
Level 1, 134 Oxford Terrace 
 
Space Academy 
71 St Asaph Street 

Scorpio Books 
120 Hereford Street 
 
St Paul’s Trinity Pacific 
Presbyterian Church 
45 Fitzgerald Ave

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

Avebury House 
9 Eveleyn Couzins Avenue

St Margaret’s College 
12 Winchester Street

Riccarton House & Bush 
16 Kahu Rd

The Whare o Te Waipounamu 
14 Show Pl

Rangiora Library 
141 Percival Street

Kaiapoi Library 
176 Williams Street

6

7

11

12

13

EVENT
LOCATIONS

14

15

16

15 16

30km north  
of central 

Christchurch

20km north  
of central 
Christchurch
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FESTIVAL CALENDAR
Venue Key

SATURDAY 27 AUGUST

7pm An Evening with Liane Moriarty

THURSDAY 1 SEPTEMBER

12pm

4pm

6pm

6pm

6pm

8:30pm

Magazine-in-residence: takahē 

Dame Fiona Kidman: So Far, For Now

Clementine Ford: How We Love

The Museum of Unruly Desires

The Faraway Near: David Mitchell

If I Were a Story and You Were a Song: 

David Mitchell and Tiny Ruins

FRIDAY 2 SEPTEMBER

10am  Ross Calman: Honing your Writing and  

 Editing Basics Workshop

10am  The Faraway Near: Rebecca Solnit

10am  Whose Life is it, Anyway?

12pm  The Faraway Near: Patrick Radden Keefe

12pm  Magazine-in-residence: takahē

12pm  Nature Unseen: A Conversation with   

 Annette Lees

THE PIANO 

TŪRANGA

CHRISTCHURCH ART GALLERY  
TE PUNA O WAIWHETŪ

CHARLES LUNEY AUDITORIUM, 
ST MARGARET’S COLLEGE

CANTERBURY MUSEUM 

ABSOLUTION TATTOO

NEW REGENT STREET

LITTLE ANDROMEDA 

ST PAUL’S TRINITY PACIFIC 
PRESBYTARIAN CHURCH

SPACE ACADEMY

SCORPIO BOOKS

AVEBURY HOUSE

RANGIORA LIBRARY

KAIAPOI LIBRARY

RICCARTON HOUSE

THE WHARE O TE WAIPOUNAMU

WEDNESDAY 31 AUGUST

6pm

Haiku Hike 

Book Launch: The Wandering Nature 
of Us Girls  

Te Piki o Tāwhaki 

Christchurch Poetry Slam

CALENDAR

6.30pm & 8pm

7pm

12:30pm

1pm  Taken Places: Sense of Place and Body  

 in the Short Story

1.30pm  Mana Wāhine: Influence and Craft

2pm  The Faraway Near: Rachel Kushner

3pm Dame Fiona Kidman: Writing Memoir   

 Masterclass

3.30pm  How to be (a bad) Muslim

3.30pm Peripatos* in Pūtaringamotu

4pm  Out Here: An Anthology of Takatāpui and  

 LGBTQIA+ Writers from Aotearoa

5.30pm  Humans of New Zealand

6pm  Noelle McCarthy: Grand

6pm  Melani Anae: Fifty Years of the Polynesian  

 Panthers

6pm  The Faraway Near: Pip Williams

7pm  Celebrating Culture and Sister Cities

7.30pm A Cabinet of Curiosities: Tiny Lectures on  

 the Weird and Wonderful

7.30pm  After Dark: Night Walking with Annette Lees

8.30pm  Keri Hulme: He Kōtuku Rereka Tahi

9pm  Ray Shipley’s Late Night Poetry Hour

FRIDAY 2 SEPTEMBER (cont.)
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SATURDAY 3 SEPTEMBER

CALENDAR

10am Megan Dunn: Writing from Life Masterclass

10am The Great WORD Story Hunt

10.30am  Remembering the Future,  

 Reimagining the Past

11am Matariki: Stories and Stars

12pm  The Faraway Near: Emily St. John Mandel

12pm Magazine-in-residence: takahē

12pm Sue Orr: Character Workshop

12.30pm The Gentrification Blues and Comedy Hour

1pm Lloyd Jones: Modern Fables

2pm  The Faraway Near: Heather Morris 

2.30pm War and Peace

3pm NUKU: 100 Kickass Indigenous Women

3pm Mohamed Hassan: Personal Essays   

 Masterclass

4.30pm No Other Place to Stand: Creativity and  

 Climate Change

5pm  Foundation Pop-up Festival

5.30pm Adventurous Women

6pm The Faraway Near: Annie Zaidi

6.30pm Indelible: Tattoo Tales

6.30pm Inside the Wealth Gap: Stories and Stats

7.30pm The Stardust Cabaret

8pm The Faraway Near: Luke Harding 

8.30pm Confluence 2.0

SUNDAY 4  SEPTEMBER

10am He Waiata Hou: Indigenous Writers Hui

10am Lloyd Jones: Imaginative Risk Masterclass

10am  Kate De Goldi: Earthquakes and Cathedrals

10am  The Faraway Near: Ottessa Mostfegh

10.30am  Nick Bollinger: The Rise and Fall of the   

 Counterculture in Aotearoa

11am The Better Brain

12pm Don’t Sweat it: Menopause

12pm Magazine-in-residence: takahē

12pm The Faraway Near: Sarah Krasnostein

12.30pm Guyon Espiner: Investigative Journalism  

 Masterclass

12.30pm Happiness and Other Bad Ideas

2pm Chris Finlayson: The Inner Circle

2pm Julie King Memorial Lecture:  

 Taonga Māori and Christian Missions

2pm Make It, Say It, Do it Now

2.30pm Infidelity, Domestic Life & Desire

3pm Jo Burzynska and Kiran Dass:  

 Words/Wine/Sound

3pm Poetry for the Nervous – Reading It, Writing it,  

 Getting it

4pm takahē Magazine-in-residence Launch

4pm Tāngata Ngāi Tahu: People of Ngāi Tahu 2

THURSDAY 15 SEPTEMBER

6.30pm Crime on Crime: Ngaio Marsh Awards Edition

FESTIVAL TEAM
WORD Christchurch Trust

Vicki Blyth, Chair

Marcus Elliott

Erin Harrington

Daisy Lavea-Timo

Donna Robertson

Morrin Rout

Paula Taylor

Festival Team

Steph Walker, Executive Director

Nic Low, Programme Director

Kiran Dass, Programme & Engagement Manager

Magda Lorenzo, Festival Administrator & Volunteer Manager

Bex de Prospo, Production Manager

Bernie Gruschow, Technical Manager

Claudia Jardine, Artist Liaison & Schools Coordinator

Audrey Baldwin, Community Projects Coordinator

Annie de Senna, Ticketing Manager



*This new degree is subject to Te Pōkai Tara | Universities New Zealand CUAP approval, due July 2022 

Tell your story for the digital screen whether it’s with 
words, still or moving images, animated graphics or sound. 
In UC’s new Bachelor of Digital Screen with Honours* you’ll 
learn how to build fascinating worlds, create characters 
that people fall in love with and write the plot that keeps an 
audience at the edge of their seats.

Create the 
worlds we see 
on screen 

Find out more at canterbury.ac.nz/
digital-screen-campus  


